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Vikingler Avcilar’da

“Varangianlarin Yolu Projesi”

LY 7arangianlarin Yolu”, Dogu Avrupa’'nin

Baltik Denizi bolgesini Konstantino-
pol'e baglayan yol olarak bilinir ve ilk kez Nes-
tor'un Kroniginde (MoBecTb BpemeHHbIX NeT /
Powiest ‘wriemiennych let / Tales of Bygone
Years) bu isime rastlanilir. iskandinavlar tara-
findan Miklagard, Ruslar tarafindan Cerogrod
olarak da adlandirilan yol (Res. 1) ile Kuzey
Avrupa'dan gelen Iskandinavlar-Vikingler ve
Rhos/Ruslar-Varangianlilar Giiney'e ulasti-
lar. Bu yol Uzerindeki en onemli kiltirel ve
ticari merkez olan Bizans'a ait ticari mallar ve
kultirel bakis acisi da Kuzey Avrupa'ya ulas-
tr. Bu fikirler, digerlerinin yani sira, ortacag
Avrupa medeniyetinin temellerini olusturdu.
Kuzeyden yeni gelenlerin kullandigi yolun son
noktasi, Imparatorlugun baskenti olan Kons-
tantinopolis/istanbul’'du. Bu kiiltiir olaylarinin
bir tanikligi, Ayasofya kilisesinin korkulukla-
rina (Liestal 1964; Svardstrom 1970; Larsson
1988; Larsson 1989) kazinmis rinik yazitlardir
(Res. 2). Yazitlar yakin zamana kadar Viking-
lerin Istanbul'da kalisina dair en iyi kanitlardi.
Varangian Yolu MS. / MS. 10. ve 11. ylzyillara
kadar devam eden Rus / Iskandinav ve Bizans
arasindaki iliskilerin sonucu olarak isleyen ve
cogu yerde nehirler lzerinden Karadeniz'e
oradan da Marmara'ya inen deniz yoluydu.
Nestor'un Kroniginde MS. 907/911 ve MS. 944

Vikings in Avcilar
“Project of the Varangian’s Way”

Btazej STANISLAWSKI’

“The Way” [a great communication artery]
from the Varangians to the Greeks, was given
this name by the author of the Nestor’'s Chro-
nicle [MMoBecTb BpemeHHbIx eT/Powiest” wrie-
miennych let/Tale of Bygone Years ). The rou-
te linked Eastern Europe and the Baltic Sea
zone with Constantinople (called Miklagard
by Scandinavians and Cerogrod by Rus) [Fig.
1). Through this route the newcomers from
the North (Scandinavians, Vikings, Rhos/Rus,
Varangians) reached the South and Byzanti-
ne goods and ideas reached the North. These
ideas, amongst others, created the foundati-
ons of medieval European civilization. The end
point of the route for newcomers from the
North was Constantinople the capital of the
Empire. A testimony of those cultural pheno-
mena are runic inscriptions (Fig. 2) engraved
on the balustrade of the Hagia Sophia chur-
ch [Liestgl 1944; Svardstrém 1970; Larsson
1988; Larsson 1989). The inscriptions were
until recently the best known material eviden-
ce of the Vikings” stay in Constantinople. The
artery functioned as the result of relations
between the Rus’/Scandinavians and Byzanti-
nes which started in the 9" and continued into
the 10" and 11 centuries AD. Their testimony
are treaties from 907/911 AD and %44 AD
mentioned in the Nestor's Chronicle. Under

*  Prf. Dr. Institute of Archaeology and Ethnology Polish Academy of Sciences, st-wski@wp.pl
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arasindaki antlasmalardan bu yolu ve yasa-
nan olaylarin bir kismini 6grenebilmekteyiz.
S0z konusu anlasmalar uyarinca kuzeyden
gelenler olarak taninan Viking ve Varangian-
lara Bizans'ta genel olarak “Rus” denildi ve
bu yeni gelen yabancilara Konstantinopolis'te
“St” Mamas (‘Aylog Mapag) yakinindaki bir li-
manda kalma hakki verildi: “lNpuxogsie pycb
Ja ButatoTyy cBsToro Mambl” (MS. 907/911) ve
“U npuxogguwyiMb UMb, A2 BATAKOTb Y CBATAro
Mambi”(MS. 944).

“Varagianlarin Yolu” Rotasi, Ruslar ile Bizans
arasindaki diplomatik, ticari, askeri ve dini te-
maslarin sonucu olarak gelisti (Carlsson ve
Selin 2012; Duczko 2007; Garipzanov ve To-
lochko 2011; Saharow 1980, Shepard 2008:
496-516). MS 838'de Konstantinopolis'te ilk
kez bir Rus temsilcisi gorev yapti. MS. 860
yiinda kente Rus saldirisi gerceklesti. MS.
876’da Ruslar, Bizanslilarin etkisiyle Hiristi-
yanligi tanidilar ve imparatorluk ile dostluk
kurdular. MS. 907 ya da MS 911°de Rus prensi
Oleg / Helgi Konstantinopolis'e baska bir se-
fer diizenledi ve bunun sonucu olarak Bizans
bir harac 6demek zorunda kaldi. Bu olayin so-
nucunda, MS. 907 / 911'den itibaren Rus-Bi-
zans antlasmasi yapildi. MS. 941°de sehre bir
sonraki saldiri gerceklesti. MS. 944'te bir Rus
temsilcisi Konstantinopolis'e geldi ve yeni bir
antlasma imzalandi. Her iki anlasmaya gore,
yeni gelenler, baskentin yakininda bulunan
ve onlara tayin edilmis bir mahallede ikamet
etme hakkina sahiplerdi. MS. 957'de Prenses
Olga / Helge [945-964) Konstantinopolis'i, zi-
yaret etti. Prenses Helge anlasmalara gore
Konstantinopolis yakinlarinda Ruslara goste-
rilen bir mahallede vaftiz edilmis ve bir kac yil
boyunca burada kalmisti. MS. 988 yili Rus-Bi-
zans iliskilerinin doruk noktasi oldu ve Rus-
larin tam olarak Hiristiyanlasmasi bu tarihte
gerceklesti.

ler siklasti (Piltz 1987; Ciggaar 1996: 102-128).
iskandinavya'dan gelen Vikingler arasinda
Norvec Krali Sigurd (1093-1103) ve Danimar-
ka Krali Eric (1095-1103) imparatorluk Muha-
fizlarina komuta eden Harald Hardrada (1015-
1066) vardi. Kuzeyden gelen yoneticilere eslik
eden Varangian Muhafizlari, Bizans impara-

the agreements the Rus’ gained the right to
stay in the neighbourhood of Constantinople
in the area located “in” or “next to” St. Mamas
[Ayioc Mdauag; gen. Ayiov Mdauavtog] “area”:
“Towxoasiue pycb ga BUTAOT Yy CBATOMO
Mawmbi” (907/911 AD] and "W npuxogaimb
UMb, Ja BUTatoTk y ceataro Mambi” (944 AD).

The route developed as a result of diplomatic,
commercial, military and religious contacts
between the Rus’ and the Byzantines (Carls-
son and Selin 2012; Duczko 2007; Garipzanov
and Tolochko 2011; Saharow 1980, Shepard
2008: 496-516). A Rus’ deputation appeared in
Constantinople for the first time in 838 AD. In
860 AD a Rus” assault on the city took place. In
876 AD the Rus’ hosted a Greek mission, were
converted to Christianity and became subjects
and friends of the Empire. In 907 AD or 911
AD Rus’ prince Oleg/Helgi organized another
expedition and as a result of which Byzanti-
um was forced to pay a tribute. The result of
this event was the Rus’-Byzantine treaty from
907/911 AD. Next assault on the city occurred
in 941 AD. In 944 AD a Rus’ deputation arrived
to Constantinople and a new treaty was sig-
ned. Under both treaties the newcomers were
granted the right to reside in an appointed
place, situated in the vicinity of the capital. In
957 AD Constantinople was visited by Princess
Olga/Helge (945-964), who was baptised the-
re. It is believed that she also stayed with her
entourage for a few months in the "Rus’ quar-
ter”. The culmination of Rus’-Byzantine relati-
ons was the Christianization of Rus’in 988 AD.

Vikings from Scandinavia also arrived direct-
ly to Constantinople (Piltz 1987; Ciggaar 199é:
102-128). The most famous of them are Harald
Hardrada (1015-1066], who commanded the Im-
perial Guard, Sigurd the king of Norway (1093-
1103) and Eric the king of Denmark (1095-1103).
Scandinavian-Byzantine relations are mentio-
ned in old Scandinavian literature. The culmina-
tion of the fame of the warriors from the North
was their inclusion in the Imperial Guard and
‘The Varangian Guard" (Béhm 2011).

Rus’-Byzantine relations, attested in written
sources, amongst others “De administrando
imperio” by Constantine VIl Porphyrogenne-
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torluk Muhafizlar tarafindan kontrol altinda
tutuluyordu (Béhm 2011). Iskandinav-Bizans
iliskileri eski Iskandinav edebiyatinda belir-
tilmistir.  Constantine VIl Porphyrogenne-
tos'un (913-959) “De administrando Imperio”
adli yazisinda, yazili kaynaklardan edinilen
Rus-Bizans iliskileri, tarihsel calismalarin
konusu olmustur (Vasiliev 1946; Vasiliev 1951;
Poppe 1967; Poppe 1968; Poppe 1978 Saha-
row 1980; Pigtz 1987; Ciggaar 1996; Franklin
ve Shepard 1996; NeTtpocsH 1998; JlnTaspuH
1993; JlutaspuH 1999; Shepard 2008; Garip-
zanov ve Tolo-chko 2011; Androschuk 2013;
digerlerinin yani sira daha baska referanslar
da bulunmaktadir). Arkeolojik kaynaklardan
(Duczko 1997) ve Dogu Avrupa, Orta Avrupa
ve Iskandinavya'da ortaya cikan sanat eserleri
(Pevny 1997: 281-319) Bizans iliskilerini kanit-
lamaktadir.

Yukarida kisaca bahsedilen Kuzey Avrupalila-
rin Bizanslilasmasinin ana hatti olarak bilinen
yolun belir-lenmesi yaninda

1. Arkeolojik kaynaklarda bu fenomeni goz-
lemlemeye calismak amaciyla, Konstanti-
nopolis/istanbul'da Kuzey'den yeni gelen-
lerin (Rus/Varangian) varligi;

2. Istanbul’'un Rus mabhallesinin yerini belir-
leme;

3. Ruslarin kent kapilarindaki ikamet yerle-
rinde karsilastiklari durumlarin, fikirlerin
ve kultirel modellerin incelenmesi;

4. Bizans toplumunun Rus kdltird Gzerinde-
ki etkilerini belirleyici, maddi kaynaklarin
bulunmasi Tirkiye-Polonya “Varangianlari
Yolu” Ortak Projesinin ana konularidir.

Istanbul Avcilar / Kiiclikcekmece'de ortaya ¢i-
karilan limanlar, ve bazi eserler "Konstantino-
polis / Stambul-Avcilar / Kicukcekmece-Rus
toplulugunun Bizanslasmasi'nin merkezi olan
Varangianlilardan Bizans'a giden yolun varis
noktasi olasiligini artirmaktadir.

Ruslarin Konstantinopolis/istanbul'da mad-
di kaynaklara dayali olarak varligina iliskin
arastirmalar cok nadir olarak yapilmistir.
Konstantinopolis'de  Kuzeyden gelenlerin
kaldigr yerlesim yerinin sorgulanmasina ilis-
kin arastirmalarda, Nestor'un kronigi temel
alinir. Ona gére; MS. 907/911 ve MS. 944'te

tos (913-959), were repeatedly the subject of
historical studies (Vasiliev 1946; Vasiliev 1951;
Poppe 1967; Poppe 1968; Poppe 1978; Saha-
row 1980; Piltz 1987; Ciggaar 1996; Franklin
and Shepard 1996; lNetpocsH 1998; JlntaBpmH
1993; JivrtaBpuH 1999; Shepard 2008; Ga-
ripzanov and Tolochko 2071; Androshchuk
2013; amongst others the aforementioned,
there are also further references). They are
also well-attested by archaeological sources
[Duczko 1997] and by art monuments [Pevny
1997: 281-319), which occur in Eastern Euro-
pe, Central Europe and Scandinavia.

Only occasionally, however, have scholars de-
alt with following problems: [1) the presence of
newcomers from the North in Constantinople,
with the aim of trying to observe this phenome-
non in archaeological sources; (2] locating the
place or places of Rus residence in Constanti-
nople; and (3] the study of what content, ideas,
and cultural patterns [Byzantine and foreign]
the Rus” encountered in their place of residen-
ce at the gates of the city; (4] determining the
impact of Byzantine society on the culture of
the Rus’ in their place of residence, perceptib-
le in material sources. The topics mentioned
above are the essential to our Polish-Turkish
Project: “Constantinople / Stambul-Kicik-
cekmece-the destination port of the Way from
the Varangians to the Greeks, a centre of ‘By-
zantinization” of the Rus’ community”.

Studies on the presence of the Rus’in Cons-
tantinople based on material sources were
undertaken only occasionally. In the resear-
ch on the problem of the location of the place
of residence of newcomers from the North in
Constantinople, Nestor's Chronicle essential
is the, in which texts of two very similar tre-
aties signed in 907/911 AD and 944 AD were
mentioned. Based on them we learn that the
Rus” arrived to the city by sea using boats and
their place of residence was appointed “in”
the area of St. Mamas or “next to” St. Mamas,
located outside the walls. The newcomers
could come from there to the city under the
supervision of an imperial official.

The Rus’” “quarter” is located by the author of
“Tale of Bygone Years™ “in” or “next to” the
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imzalanan iki antlasmanin metinlerinde Rus-
larin deniz yoluyla sehre gelebildigi bir ma-
halleden s6z edilmektedir (Res. 3). Bu yer St.
Mamas bélgesinde ya da kent duvarlarinin di-
sinda bulunan St. Mamas’'in yakininda baska
bir yerde olmalidir. Yeni gelenler (Rus/Varan-
gian), bu yerden bir imparatorluk yetkilisinin
gozetiminde Konstantinopolis'e gidebilmek-
tedirler.

Rus Mahallesi, sadece “Mamas” olarak ad-
landirilan yerin “icinde” ya da “yakininda”
olmalidir. Mamas kilisesi, manastir veya ilce
gibi herhangi bir ilave belirleme kullanmaz.
Burasi genellikle Aziz Mamas kilisesi veya
manastir ile tanimlanir.

Bununla birlikte, St. Mamas’a (kiliseler, ma-
nastirlar ve "bélge”) ithaf edilen birkac nes-
ne Konstantinopolis”deydi (Chastelain 1709:
863). Bunlarin ¢ogu Bizans kaynakli yazili
kaynaklardan alinmistir: Konstantinopolis'te-
ki Aziz Mamas Manastiri icin kaynaklar; At-
hanasios Filantroplarinin Tipikon'u”, Joannes
Malas'in “Chronographia”, Theodorus Anag-
nostes’in "Ekklesiastiké historia”, Anonym’in
“Chronicon Paschale”, "Chronographia The-
ophanes Confessor, Nicephorusa'nun “Ch-
ronographia brevis”, Georgius Monachus'un
“Chronicon”, Pseudo-Codinus'un  “Patria
Constantinopoleos”, Leon Gramaticus'un
“Chronicon”, Theophanes Continuatus’in "Li-
ber Suda”, “Chronographia”, “De ceremoniis
aulae Byzantinae” ve "Hosa dej ginesthaj, tu
megalu kaj hypselu Basileos tonluk Romajon
méllontos fossateusaj” Konstantin VIl Porphy-
rogennetos tarafindan, “Chronicon” Josephus
Genesius tarafindan “imparatorlarin Hikim
Surer”i Uzerine “Symeon Logothetes” tara-
findan, “Sinopsis Historiké” Georgius Cedre-
nus tarafindan, Joannes Scylitzes'in “Epitomé
tes historfas”, Joannes Zonaras'in “Epitome
historion”, Michael'in “Annales” Glycas, Ni-
ceforus Callistus Xanthopulus'un “Historia
ecclesiastica”, Ducas'un untitled metninde,
Georgius Monachos Continuatus'un “Chro-
nicon”, Theodorus Studites’in  “Epistuldj”,
Pseudo-Symeon’un “Chronographia”, Nicetas
Stethatos'un “Vita Simeonis Novi Theologici”,
Joannes Cyparissiotes’'un “Adversus Canta-
cuzenum”, Nicephorus Gregoras'in “Hstoria

place called St. Mamas only. He doesn’t use
any additional determinations like: St. Mamas
church, monastery or district. This place is
identified usually with the St. Mamas church
or monastry.

A few objects dedicated to St. Mamas [chur-
ches, monasteries and ‘district”] were in
Constantinople however (Chastelain 1709:
863). Most of them are mentioned in Byzan-
tine written sources: “Typikon of Athanasios
Philanthropens for the Monastery of St. Ma-
mas in Constantinople”, "Chronographia” by
Joannes Malas, “Ekklesiastiké historia” by
Theodorus Anagnostes, “Chronicon Paschale”
by Anonym, “Chronographia” by Theophanes
Confessor, “Chronographia brevis” by Nicep-
horusa, “Chronicon” by Georgius Monachus,
“Patria Constantinopoleos” by Pseudo-Codi-
nus, “Chronicon” by Leon Gramaticus, “Liber
Suda”, “Chronographia” by Theophanes Conti-
nuatus, “De ceremoniis aulae Byzantinae” and
“Hésa dej ginesthaj, tu megalu kaj hypselu ba-
siléos ton Romajon méllontos fossateusaj” by
Constantine VIl Porphyrogennetos, “On the re-
igns of the emperors” by Josephus Genesius,
“Chronicon” by Symeon Logothetes, “Synop-
sis historiké” by Georgius Cedrenus, “Epitomé
tes historias” by Joannes Scylitzes, “Epitomeé
historion” by Joannes Zonaras, “Annales” by
Michael Glycas, "Historia ecclesiastica” by
Nicephorus Callistus Xanthopulus, in the un-
titled text by Ducas, “Chronicon” by Georgius
Monachos Continuatus, “Chronographia” by
Pseudo-Symeon, “Epistuldj” by Theodorus
Studites, “Vita Simeonis Novi Theologici” by
Nicetas Stethatos, “Historiaj” by Joannes VI
Cantacuzenus, "Adversus Cantacuzenum” by
Joannes Cyparissiotes, "Hstoria romaiké” by
Nicephorus Gregoras and in anonymous texts:
“Vitae Anonymae Sancte Irenae”, “De Leone
Armenio”, “Acta Monasterii Dionysii", “Acta
Monasterii Lavrae”, “Acta Monasterii Esphig-
meni”, “Acta Monasterii Vatopedii”, "Synaxa-
rium Ecclesiae Constantinopoleos”, “Vita Im-
peratricis Theodorae” and “Additamenta ad
Georgii Acropolitae”. The St Mamas monas-
tery is mentioned in the other Russian “Knura
ManomHuK” [Kniga Palomnik) [JTonapesa 1899]
and Bulgarian (3natapcku 1904; Slyides 1963:
112-114) written sources too.
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romaiké” ve anonim metinlerde “Vitae Anon-
ymae Sancte Irenae”, "De Leone Armenio”,
“Acta Monasterii Dionysii”, “Acta Monasterii
Lavrae”, "Acta Monasterii Esphigmeni”, "Acta
Monasterii Vatopedii”, "Synaxarium Ecclesiae
Constantinopoleos”, "Vita Imperatricis The-
odorae” ve “Additamenta ad Georgii Acropo-
litae”. St Mamas Manastiri diger Rus "KHura
ManomHuk™  (Kniga Palomnik] (Jlonapesa
1899) ve Bulgarca (3natapcku 1904; Jlyiyes
1963: 112-114) dir.

Aziz Mamas manastir / kilise / mahallesinin
konumu, bugine kadar kesfedilmemis olsa
da, bu tir girisimler Bizans kaynakli yazili
kaynaklardan ogrenilmistir. (Ycnenckuin 1892;
Pargoire 1904; Pargoire 1908; JlutaspuH 1993;
JutaBpuH 1999; lMeTtpocsaH 1998; AHOPOLLYK
2012).

Konstantinopolis'teki Rus mahallesinin yazili
belgelere gore bilim insanlarinca arastiril-
masinin ilki 16. ylzyilda gerceklesmistir. So-
nucta, manastirin Blachernae mahallesinin
yakininda (modern ilceler Eylp ve Aivan Serai
arasinda) kuzey bati yakinlarinda yer aldig
gorisl one strilmistir (Gilles 1561; 1997,
s. 184-185; Van Millingen 1899: 89; N'edevv
1899).

“Mamas” mahallesini, Halic'ten Besiktas'a
olan alan icerisinde dnerenler bulunmakta-
dir (YcneHckuin 1892: 78-84; Pargoire 1904;
Pargoire 1908; Van Millingen 1912:106-107;
[MNetpocan 1998: 54; NlntaBpuH 1999: 427, 454;
Miller-Wiener 2001: 24-25; Kilzer 2008: 185,
209, 228, 512, 649, 683; Vearos 2013: 565).

Bir baska yerlestirme ¢abasina gére manas-
tir, kentin gineybatisindaki Xylokerkos Kapisi
ve Studion manastirinin yaninda Theodosian
Surlari'nin iginde veya disinda olabilir (3) (Se-
kil 3) (MaomaTtng 1879: 41; Van Millingen 1899:
90-91; Pergoire 1904; "Bizans Oxford Sozliu-
g~ s. 1278; Kilzer 2008: 394-395).

Sonug¢ olarak, Ruslarin kaldigi Mamas ma-
hallesi olarak dnerilen yerlerin hicbiri Rus
mahalle lokalizasyonlari tanimina uymayip,
maddi / arkeolojik kanitlarla destekleneme-
mistir.

The location of St. Mamas monastery/church/
district was not discovered to date, although
such attempts were undertaken on the base
of the Byzantine written sources [YcneHcKuii
1892; Pargoire 1904; Pargoire 1908; JlntaBpuH
1993; JivtaBpuH 1999, [letpocaH 1998;
AHppoLuyk 2012).

The first took place in the 16th century. Its
result is the concept that the monastery was
situated near Blachernae quarter (1) to the
north-west from the city [between the modern
districts Eyiip and Aivan Serai) too [Fig. 3) (Gil-
les 1561; 1997, s. 184-185; Van Millingen 1899:
89; l'edewv 1899).

The St. Mamas “district” tried to locate to the
north from the Golden Horn (2], at the Bospho-
rus, in todays Besiktas (Fig. 3] [YcrneHckuii
1892:78-84; Pargoire 1904; Pargoire 1908;
Van Millingen 1912: 106-107; lNeTpocsaH 1998:
54; JlvraBpuH 1999: 427, 454; Miller-Wiener
2001: 24-25; Kilzer 2008: 185, 209, 228, 512,
649, 683; ViBarHoB 2013: 565].

According to the next localization effort the
monastery was situated to the south-west
from the city next to the Xylokerkos Gate and
the Studion monastry (inside or outside the
Theodosian Walls] (3] (Fig. 3] (Maondng 1879:
41; Van Millingen 1899: 90-91; Pergoire 1904;
“The Oxford Dictionary of Byzantium™ p. 1278;
Klzer 2008: 394-395).

The Rus’ district was located in consequen-
ces: [1) to the south-west from the Golden
Horn (modern Eyip); (2) to the north from
Golden Horn, at the Bosphorus [(modern Be-
siktas] (YcneHckuii  1892:78-84; Pergoire
1904; 1908; letpocaH 1998: 54; JlnTaBpuH
1999: 427, 454; Miller-Wiener 2001: 24; Kil-
zer 2008: 228; Vigaros 2013: 565); (3] next to
the Xylokerkos Gate (Du Cange 1682: 174;
BovitoBuy, [omaHoBCbKku, Kozak, JInnibo,
MesbHuk, CopodaH, @ariga 2011: 318); or (4]
next to the Theodosius harbor [AHOPOLLYK
2012). None of the St. Mamas and the Rus’
district localizations are supported by the ma-
terial/archaeological evidence!

The starting point of this project is the hypot-
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Bu projenin baslangi¢c noktasi, ikamet yeri
olarak Ruslara kalis izni verilen yerin Ayama-
ma Deresi (St. Mamas) nehri alaninin “icinde”
veya “yakininda” bulundugu hipotezidir (Sekil
4). (Chastelain 1709: 863; Goltz 1897; Gion
1899: 164; Pargoire 1904: 263-265; Makridis
1938; 1939; Janin 1950: 314; Kilzer 2004: 267;
2008: 513).

Kazilarin ylrituldigd Kiclkcekmece Golu
Havzasi Ayamama” Deresi yakinindadir (Res.
4). (Delibas 2012: 133-135). Hebdomon (mo-
dern Bakirkdy) ile San Stefano (modern Ye-
silkdy) arasinda yer almaktadir (Kilzer 2008:
659-661; 2010: 440). Kuctikcekmece Gol Hav-
zasl, St. Mamas’in yakininda ve baskent sur
duvarlarinin disinda bulunmaktadir. Nehrin
adi [Ayamama / St. Mamas) halen yirirlik-
tedir (1823, 1897; 1907, 1916, 1933, 1946 ve
1972'de yayinlanan topografik ve idari hari-
talar). Bu isim de eski Osmanli haritalarinda
tescil edilmistir (Yetiskin-Kubilay 2010: 230-
231). Aziz Mamas manastiri veya kilise ve
hagiasma da orada (nehrin agzinda bulunur]
bulunur (Makridi 1938; Macridy 1939; Kilzer
2008: 513; 2010: 440). 1970'lerde St. Mamas
manastiri ya da kilise ve hagiasma kalintila-
ri halen gorilebiliyordu. Bu, Konstantinopo-
lis'teki Aziz Mama'lara adanmis nesnelerden
biridir. Bu alan, Kiclkcekmece Golu havza-
sindaki Buyuk/Bilgili Limaninin yaninda yer
almaktadir.

S6z konusu donemde Kicikcekmece Golu,
Marmara Denizi'ndeki bir korfezdi. Yapisal
ozellikleri sayesinde koy, Halic ile karsilasti-
rilabilen gemiler icin ¢ok uygun bir limandi.
Karada ve su altinda hala algilanabilen is-
kelelerin tas kalintilari, blyikldgu acisindan
istanbul'un diger limanlarindan (Theodosi-
us, Kontoskalion, Boukoleon, Neorion]) (Mil-
ler-Weiner 1998] cok daha biyuk bir liman ol-
dugu ka-nittanmistir. Ortaya cikarilan yollar,
yerlesmenin, hem karadan tas yollarla Via Eg-
natia'ya (Kuelzer 2011: 193-194) baglandigini
hem de denizden ulasimin kolayca yapilabil-
digi bir agin merkezi oldugunu gostermistir.
Kazilar sirasinda bircok Bizans nesnesinin ve
Bizans yerlesiminin mimari kalintilari tespit
edilmistir. Bu buylk liman, emniyet neden-

hesis, that the place appointed to the Rus” as
their place of residence was located “in” or
“next to” the area of Ayamama Deresi [St. Ma-
mas] river (Fig. 4] [more about this area Chas-
telain 1709: 863; Goltz 1897; Naomatne 1879;
Gedeon 1899: 164; Pargoire 1904: 263-265;
Makridis 1938; 1939; Janin 1950: 314; Kilzer
2004: 267; 2008: 513) and the neighboring
area of the Klc¢ikcekmece Lake basin (Fig. 4).
Ayamama Deresi river (the length of the river
is 21 km, the length of the river basin is 46 km)
[Delibas 2012: 133-135) is located between
Hebdomon (modern Bakirkdy) and San Ste-
fano [modern Yesilkéy) (more about this area
Kilzer 2008: 659-661; 2010: 440). This opinion
may be supported by the following arguments.

This area is located next to the St. Mamas
and outside the walls of the capital. Name of
the river [Ayamama/St. Mamas] is still in for-
ce (topographical and administration maps
published in 1823, 1897; 1907, 1916, 1933,
1946 and 1972). This name is registrated at
the old Ottoman maps too (Yetiskin-Kubilay
2010: 230-231]. The St. Mamas’ monastery or
church and hagiasma was located there too
(it's located at the mouth of the river) (Makri-
dis 1938; Macridy 1939 Kilzer 2008: 513; 2010:
440). The remains of the St. Mamas’ monas-
tery or church and hagiasma in 1970s were
still visible. This is one of objects dedicated
to St. Mamas in Constantinople. This area is
located next to the great harbor at Kuclkcek-
mece Lake basin.

During the period in question, Kucukcekme-
ce Lake was a bay of the Sea of Marmara.
Thanks to its structural features the bay was
a very convenient harbor for vessels compa-
rable to the Golden Horn. The stone remains
of quays, which are still perceptible on land
and underwater, prove that it was a huge port,
which in terms of size far exceeded other ports
of Constantinople (Theodosius, Kontoskalion,
Boukoleon, Neorion) [Miller-Weiner 1998), the
largest centre of maritime communications of
the capital connected with it by a stone road
- Via Egnatia (Kuelzer 2011: 193-194). During
the excavations architectural remains of many
Byzantine objects and Byzantine settlements
were registered there. This huge harbor was
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leriyle (askeri ve epidemiyolojik) sermayeden
yeterince uzakta ve merkezi yonetimle yeterli
iletisim icin yeterince yakindir. Kiiciikcekme-
ce Golu havzasindaki liman, bu 6zelliklerinden
dolayi yabancilarin gemileri icin dizenlenmis
olabilir.

“Gegmisin Masall” nda bahsedilen
“Touxomslle pycb Oa Batatu Yy CBATOrO
Mambl...” cimlesi, “Ruslar, St. Mamas’in icin-
de / yakininda yasiyor” ya da "Rus konukse-
ver/ yanindadir "Mamas” olarak cevrildiginde
(BocTokos 1858: 43, karsilama torenleri akla
gelir. Hebdomon ve Rhegion'da imparatorlari
ve seckin konuklart karsilama torenleri yapil-
digr bilinir. Rhegion yerlesmesi de golin do-
gusundadir (Ogan ve Mansel 1942).

Yukaridaki hipotezi destekleyen veriler, Ki-
clkcekmece Goli'niin bati kiyisinda yer alan
(Bathonea?) yerlesim kompleksindeki kazi-
lardan gelmektedir. Onlardan biri Baltik De-
nizi kokenli kehribar hacidir (Res. 5). Viking
savascilarinin kilturin yansitan “hnefatafl”
oyununun bir parcasi olan obje (Res. 6], ile
cift ejder basli (Res. 7], "Baltik Denizi bélgesi”
icin karakteristik bir mitolojik dyklyd anlatan
“hal-ka" dir. Ayrica bozkir halklarinin kaltird-
ni temsil eden birkac 6ge daha bulunmustur.
Bu eserler, Rus ve Baltik Denizi halklarinin
maddi kiltirindn envanterinde gordlir.

Kazi alaninin Ayamama-Mamas nehrinin ya-
ninda ve sur duvarlarinin disindaki konumu,
Buyik Limanin ve Bizans yerlesiminin varligi
ve sozl gecen eserlerin varligi, Kictiikcekme-
ce Gold havzasindaki yerlesim kompleksinin
hangi alandaki olabilecedi hipotezini destek-
lemektedir. Antlasmalarda bahsedilen bel-
ki de Varangianlilar'dan Bizansliliga gecisin
son baglantisi, "Rus mahallesinin yeri“dir.
Kuzeyden gelen yeni insanlar, limana gelen
diger insanlara ait Bizans uygarligi ve kiltu-
riyle dogrudan temas kurarak, Bizans'i ve
muhtemelen diger yabanci kiltir kaliplarimni
benimsediler ve Ulkelerinde “Bizanslastirma”
siirecine girdiler.

Kiclkcekmece Goli'nin bati  kiyisindaki
(Avcilar Firuzkoy) yerlesim izleri 2007 yilin-
da kesfedildi ve kazilar 2009'da basladi. Kazi

located far enough from the capital for safety
reasons [military and epidemiological) and clo-
se enough for adequate communication with
its administration. The harbor at Kiclkcek-
mece lake basin could be designed for aliens
and their ships because of these features.

The sentence . [lpuxoasiie pyceb Aa BATaKOT
y cBaToro Mawmei...” mentioned in the Tale of
Bygone Years, can be translated as “the Rus
are living in/next to the St. Mamas” or “the
Rus are welcoming in/next to the St. Mamas”
[BocTokoB 1858: 43). The welcoming cere-
mony is deeply rooted in the tradition of the
neighboring area (Hebdomon and Rhegion).
Rhegion (Ogan and Mansel 1942] city is loca-
ted in the estuary of the lake too. Rhegion was
the place of welcome the emperors and dis-
tinguished guests. The newcomers from the
North could be one of them.

The argument supporting the above hypothe-
sis are the results of the examination of arti-
facts acquired during the excavations at the
settlement complex located on the western
coast of the Kiicikcekmece Lake. In the vici-
nity of one of them items of evident northern
origins were discovered. They are: an amber
cross [fig. 5), a game piece for the hnefatafl
game-characteristic for the culture of the
Viking warriors, a “ring” decorated with two
dragon heads, characteristic for the Baltic
Sea zone. Furthermore, several items cha-
racterized the culture of steppe peoples were
recorded. These artefacts occur also in the in-
ventory of the material culture of the Rus” and
the Baltic Sea area peoples.

The site's location next to St. Mamas river
and outside the city walls, the presence of the
large port and the Byzantine settlement as
well as the presence of the aforementioned
artefacts support the hypothesis according to
which the settlement complex at Kiclkcek-
mece Lake basin could be the last link of the
Way from the Varangians to the Greeks, the
place of residence of the Rus’, perhaps the
same, which was mentioned in the treaties.
There newcomers from the North came In
direct contact with the Byzantine civilization
and culture of other peoples arriving to the
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ve arastirma sonuclarina gore, Tarih oncesi,
Tunc Cagr, Erken Demir Cagr, Yunan, Helenis-
tik, Roma, Bizans ve Osmanli donemlerine ait
olan tabakalar ortaya cikarildi.

Kazi alanindaki onemli yapilar agirtikli ola-
rak Bizans doneminden kalmadir (Aydin-
giin ve Oniz 2009; Aydingiin 2013; Aydingiin
ve digerleri 2013; Oniz ve digerleri 2014). iki
kilise kalintisi, bir martiryon, tip merkezi,
konut binalari, atélyeler, iskeleler, yollar ve
liman tesisleri agirlikli olarak Roma-Bizans
donemlerine tarihlenmektedir. Gl icinde si-
tunlar, capalar, lahitler ve seramik kaplar ele
gecmistir. Kazilar sirasinda cok sayida eser
yaninda Akdeniz’in neredeyse tim bolgele-
rinden, amphorlar, canak c¢omlekler, altin
Bizans solidi, cam kaplar, micevheratlar bu-
lunmustur. Ayrica micevherat, cam, dokim-
hanesi ve ilac siseleri gibi zanaat atolyeleri
ortaya cikarilmistir.

port. There, they adopted the Byzantine and
possibly other foreign cultural patterns and
underwent a process of ‘Byzantinization'.

The first traces of settlement on the western
shore of Kiclkcekmece Lake were discove-
red in 2007 and excavations began in 2009.
Based on their results it was found that the
site’s surface covers several dozens of hecta-
res and that it contains traces of settlements
from following periods: prehistory, Bronze
Age, Early Iron Age, Greek, Hellenistic, Ro-
man, Byzantine and Ottoman.

Especially rich traces of settlements are from
the Byzantine period [Aydingiin and Oniz 2009;
Aydingtin 2013; Aydingiin et al. 2013; Oniz et
al. 2014). There are ruins of two churches, a
martyrion, medical center, dwelling buildings,
workshops, roads and harbor facilities like
piers and quays. The latter is perceptible in
many places both on land and underwater. In
water there are remains of columns, anchors,
sarcophagi and ceramic vessels. During ex-
cavations a large number of artefacts was
discovered. Amphorae dominate (there are
vessels from almost all regions of the Medi-
terranean, including specimens labeled with
marks of pottery workshops], coins (amongst
others, gold Byzantine solidi], glass vessels,
Jewellery. Also were encountered craft work-
shops: jewellery, glass, foundry, medicines.
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Fig 1: The Way from the Varangians to the Greeks.
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Fig. 2. The Viking runic inscriptions engraved on the balustrade of the Hagia Sophia church in Constantinople.

Fig. 3.The hypothetical localizations of St. Mamas objects in Constantinople

KONSTANTYNOPOL
L]

Fig. 4 The localization of the settlement complex situated at the western coast
of the Kiiclikcekmece lake and St. Mamas river.
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Fig. 5: The amber cross founded on the settlement complex located at the western
coast of the Kiclikcekmece lake..
Figiir 5: Kiiclikcekmece GolU kiyilarinda ylritelen kazilarda ele gecen baltik amberi.



