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NEHIR-GOL-DENiZ BIRLESIMINDE BiR KAZI YERI
(Ilk Bes Yilhk Cahsma)

Sengiil G. AYDINGUN"

Siirlar iki kitaya yayilmis ender kentlerden biri olan Istanbul’un Avrupa yakasinda Bogaz girisine 20
km. uzaklikta yer alan Kii¢iikcekmece Lagiin Golii’niin kiyilar1 boyunca pek ¢ok arkeolojik kalint1 2007
yilinda baslayan Istanbul Tarih Oncesi Arastirmalar1 (ITA) projesi kapsaminda ekiplerimiz tarafindan
tespit edilmistir. Kiiciikgekmece Golii, 1992 yilinda Bakanlar Kurulu Karartyla kuzeyden giineye tam
ortadan ayrilarak dogusu Kiigiikgekmece, batisi ise Avcilar ilgesine dahil olmustur. Calismalarimiz go-
lin batisinda kalan Avcilar ilgesi Firuzkdy yarimadasinda yogunluk kazanmistir. Yarimada tizerindeki
arkeolojik izler bolgedeki insanlik izlerinin Alt Paleolitik Cagdan (yaklasik 800.000 yil), Ge¢ Osmanl
donemine (19. yy) kadar geldigini gostermistir.

Nehir, g6l ve denizin birlestigi, genis ve verimli toprak yaninda pinarlariyla temiz yeralt1 sularina sahip
bu cografya insanlik tarihi boyunca yerlesim i¢in aranan tiim vasiflara sahiptir. Bu yilizden burada tarih
oncesi ¢aglara ait izleri bulmak igin baglanilan arastirmalar, aslinda ne denli hakli oldugumuzu da ortaya
koymustur. {1k incelemelerde tarihlemeye yardime1 olan buluntular, Alt Paleolitik Caga ait satirlar, iki
yiizeyliler, MO 7000°1i y1llara Canak Comlek Oncesi Neolitik doneme kadar inen ¢akmak tasi naviform
bi¢imli aletler ve hammaddeleri yaninda, Neolitik, Kalkolitik, Erken Tung, Demir Cagi, Helenistik,
Roma ve Bizans donemine ait seramik pargalaridir. Seramik malzeme disinda kiy1 ve i¢ kesimlerdeki
arastirmalarda kale kalintilari, sur duvarlari, yapi izleri, kiy1 teras duvarlari, rihtimli liman kalintilari, g6l
icindeki fener yapisi, mezar stelleri ve lahitleri olan, yarimadanin daha 6nce arkeologlarca pek dikkate
alinmamis olmasi sasirticidir. Kagak kazi gukurlarindan 2-5 metre derinlikte goriilen biiyiik siitun parca-
lar1 toprak altindaki biiyiik yapilarin varligini isaret etmistir. Jeofizik ¢alismalarimizla da toprak altinda
degisik seviyelerde yap1 kalintilarinin varligina dair benzer sonuglar alinmistir.

Kigiikgekmece Golii kiyisinda kilometrelerce uzanan Helenistik donem kiy1 teras duvarlarinin, rih-
timin, g6l igindeki olas1 fener yapist kalintilarmin ve seramik pargalarinin varligi, bize burada diger
donemlerin varligi yaninda, agirlikli olarak Helenistik bir yerlesmenin varligini isaret etmistir. Ayrica
Istanbul Arkeoloji Miizelerinde yer alan pek ¢ok Helenistik mezar ve adak stellerinin Kiiciikgekmece
GOl gevresinden gelmis olmast da bolgede Helenistik donemde bir yerlesmenin varligini bildirmek-
tedir. Antik Cag yazarlarinin eserleri taranarak bolgenin tarihteki yeri arastirilmig ancak bir ka¢ climle
disinda fazla bir bilgi bulunamamistir. Kiigiikgekmece Go6lii Havzasi resmi bir yonetim olarak ilk kez
MO 7. yiizyilda kurulmus Byzantion sehir devletinin hinterland1 igerisinde yer alms, ardindan Roma
doneminde de Konstantinopolis’in hinterland: iginde kalmustir. Ozellikle Byzantion’un var oldugu yiiz-
yillar boyunca hinterlandi ile siki bir iliskide oldugunu diisiinmemiz gerekir, ¢linkii kent devletinin varli-
gini1 siirdiirebilmesi igin gereken tarim, deniz {iriinii ve hammadde, merkez yerlesimin ¢evresinden temin
edilmis olmalidir. Tarih boyunca hep gézde kalmis bir kentin, hinterlandiyla olan iligkisi ¢ok dnemlidir.
Istanbul arkeolojisi igin, genellikle kent merkezlerine yonelik ¢alismalardan soz edilebilir. Istanbul’un

* Kazi Baskani, Dog. Dr. Kocaeli Universitesi Fen Edebiyat Fakiiltesi, Arkeoloji Boliimii
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ne Helenistik, ne Roma Bizans ne de Osmanli donemlerinde heniiz hinterlandiyla iliskisi tam anlamiyla
aydinlatilmamistir. Bu tiir iliskiler 6zellikle Dogu Akdeniz havzasinda yer alan bazi antik kentler igin
arastirildiysa da yeterli degildir. Istanbul’un tarihsel ge¢misinin ve kiiltiirel peyzajimin saglikli arastiril-
mast i¢in ¢evresinin arkeolojik, filolojik, jeomorfolojik, jeodezik, klimatoloji gibi bilimler araciliiyla
ortaya ¢ikarilacak gecmis donem verilerine ihtiya¢c bulunmaktadir.

14.07.2007 giin ve 15280 say1li Bakanlar Kurulu Karariyla, Kiiltiir ve Turizm Bakanlig1 ve Kocaeli Uni-
versitesi adina 16 Agustos 2009 tarihinde ilk kazmanin sembolik olarak vurularak' (Res. 1-2) baslanilan
ilk kaz1 sezonunda gelecek yillar i¢in en 6nemli altlig1 olusturacak haritalandirma ve karelaj ¢alismalar
(Harita 1) ile jeoradar calismalart (Res. 3) yapilmis, kazilar 2010 yilinda gergek anlamda baglamistir.
2014 ve 2016 yillarinda kazilara 6denek sikintisindan ara verilip, depo ¢alismasi yapilmaistir. Bu yiizden
kazilarin arazi ¢alismasi gergekte 2010-2011-2012-2013 ve 2015 sezonlarinda olmustur.

Kazi alanlar1 (Res. 4) daha 6nceden yasal olmayan bigimde agilan ¢ukurlarin tahribat 6nceliklerine gore
belirlenmistir. Kazilarimiz Avcilar Firuzkdy Yarimadasi’nda yaptigimiz karelaj ¢calismalarina gore 8, 24
ve 39. alan olarak adlandirilan bolgelerde siirdiiriilmektedir.

KAZI ALANLARININ KISA TANITIMI
8. ALANDAKI KAZILAR

8. Alan, Avcilar Firuzkdy Yarimadasi’nin dogu kiyisinin en kuzeyindeki kazi alanidir (Res. 5-6). 2013
yili ¢aligmalar1 sonuna kadar kazi alanlarindaki ¢alismalarda seviyelerin asagi dogru inmesiyle mimari
kalintilar daha saglikli bir sekilde ortaya ¢ikmaya baglamis ve bazilarinin tanimlari yapilabilmistir. Bu
alanda, biiyiik bir acik sarni¢ ve kale yapisi, tanimli yapilardandir. Imparatorlara, saray ya da manastira
iretim yaptiklar1 diisiiniilen atdlyelere ait oldugu sanilan damgali tuglalarla inga edilmis yapilardan,
ozellikle sarnig, biiylikliigii ve tonlarca su kapasitesiyle, burada yasayanlarin her donem su ihtiyacini
karsilayabilecek niteliktedir. Roma Imparatoru 1. Constantinus (324-337), tiim Akdeniz cografyasina
yayilmig imparatorlugunu daha iyi yonetebilmek i¢in baskentini, jeostratejik yonden Asya ile Avru-
pa’nin bulustugu 6nemli bir cografyada konumlandirmis ve bugiinkii Istanbul’un tarihi yarimadasinda
MO 7. yiizyilda kurulmus olan Byzantion kent devletinin merkezine tasimistir. Constantinus, Roma’nin
yeni baskentinde biiyiik bir imar faaliyetine girmistir. Ge¢ Antik Cag kaynaklari, Konstantinopolis’in
en dis siirlarmin Kiigiikgekmece’den bagladigini yazar. Kiicliikgekmece Golii Havzasi’nda yiiriitiilen
kazilar, yazilanlar1 arkeolojik verilerle dogrulamaya baslamistir.

8. alan olarak tanimlanan Firuzkdy Yarimadasi’nin kuzeyindeki kazi alaninda; Biiyiik Sarnig, Kale i¢i
Yapilari, Siitunlu Yapi1 ve Kiy1 Teras Duvarlari olarak adlandirilan kalintilarda kazilar devam etmektedir.
Kazilarda ortaya ¢ikan yapilarin tuglalari, I. Constantinus ve ogullarmin (Constantinus 11, Constantius,

1 Kazilara, ilk kazma, 16.08.2009 tarihinde dénemin Kiiltiir Varliklart Miizeler Genel Miidiirii, Istanbul Il Kiiltiir ve Turizm
Miidiirii, Kiigiikcekmece ve Avcilar Kaymakamlari ile Belediye Baskanlar1 ve Kocaeli, Istanbul, Dogu Akdeniz Univer-
sitesi, Rektor, Rektor Yardimcilari ve Danigmanlarinin katiliminda bir basin toplantisiyla vurulmustur. Tiim katilimcilara
¢ok tesekkiir ederiz. Kazilarimiz siiresince pek ¢ok bilim insani, 6grenci ve isci fedakarca gorev yaparak bugiine gelinmistir.
Tiim ekibe katkilarindan dolay1 ayrica ¢ok tesekkiir ederim.

2 Kazilara Kiiltiir ve Turizm Bakanhg1 6denekleri disinda, 2011 yilinda Istanbul 2010 Avrupa Kiiltiir Bagkenti Ajansi ve AL-
TAS Ambarli Liman Isletmeleri destek vermis, 2012 ve 2013 yillarinda ise Istanbul Valiligi’nin destegiyle Istanbul il Ozel
Idaresi katk1 sunmustur. Biiyiiksehirlerde il Ozel Idarelerinin kapanmastyla 2014 yilina arttirilan 6denek kullanilamamis bu
yiizden 2014 yilinda kaz1 yapilamamugtir. 2015 yilinda Bakanlhk 6denegi disinda yine Altas Ambarl Liman Isletmeleri ve
BOEING firmalarimdan destek alinmistir. BOEING firmas1 2016 ve 2017 yillarinda da destegini devam ettirmistir. Kazimiz,
Kocaeli Universitesi 2015-036 no’lu Bilimsel Arastirma Projesi (BAP) ile de desteklenmistir, BAP’a tesekkiir ederiz.
Kocaeli Universitesi baskanhiginda yiiriitiilen kazilara Istanbul, Mimar Sinan, 18 Mart, Baskent, Selcuk, Dogu Akdeniz,
Cukurova, Ege, Katkas, Lahey, Madrid Autonomo, Bristol, Kiel Universiteleri’nden farkli disiplinlerden pek ¢ok bilim
insant katilmaktadir. 2014 ve 2015 yillarinda Institute of Archaeology and Ethnology Polish Academy of Sciences, Centre
for Late Antique and Early Medieval Studies (Wroclaw) Prof. Dr. Blazej Stanislawski baskanliginda bir ekip ile kazilarin
Orta Cag boliimii yiiriitiilmeye baslaniimigtir.
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Constans) hakimiyet donemine ait damgalar tasimaktadir (Sayar 2015: 187-194). 8. bdlgenin Imparator
I. Constantinus ile ogullar1 zamanindan baglayarak, giderek genisleyen ve imparatorlara ait bir mekani
barindiran saray/manastir kompleksi, martyrion?, bliylik su sarnici gibi mimari kalintilara sahip oldugu
diistintilmektedir.

Biiyiik Sarnig: 21-22-23-24F-G-H-I-J-K-L karelajlarii kapsayan kalintilarin iizerlerini tamamen ka-
patan bitki oOrtiisiiniin kaldirilmasiyla biiyiik bir anitsal yapiin varligt anlagilmis ve bu alanda da kazi
yapilmasina karar verilmistir®. ilk kez 2011 sezonunda baslatilan kazilarda, damgal tuglalardan &riil-
mis, kemerli, agik bir sarni¢ tespit edilmistir (Res. 7). Sarnicin i¢inde, duvar yiizeyinin 5 cm’lik kalin
bir sivayla kapli oldugu, onun da iizerinin daha ince bir tabaka halinde sivandig1 goriilmiis, diizenli ara-
liklarla pismis toprak kiinkler bulunmustur. I¢leri toprakla dolmus bu kiinkler temizlendiginde, cogunun
kor olduklari ve arka kisimlarmin bilingli olarak kapatildig: anlasilmistir. Kapali kiinklerin, biiyiik su ka-
pasitesine sahip sarnicin i¢indeki su basimcini azaltmak amaciyla yerlestirildigi sanilmaktadir. Yapinin,
dogu-bati ile kuzey-giiney duvarlarinin kdse yaparak degil de, oval donerek birlestigi ve bat1 yoniindeki
duvarin, yukaridan gelen basinci engellemek amaciyla kemerli niglerle devam ettigi goriilmiistiir; bu
niglerden dokuz tanesi agilabilmistir. Sarnicin uzunlugunu anlamak amaciyla dogu-bati eksenli uzun
duvar takip edilmistir. 2012 yili itibariyla 70,2x18,1 m ebatlarinda yaklagik 1200 m? alan1 kapsayan
sarnicin uzun duvari takip edilmistir (Res. 8-9). ileriki yillarda bu duvarin kazis1 devam edecektir. Yii-
zeyden -3,5 m algalarak devam eden sarnicin tabaninin (Res. 10), 15 cm kalinliginda, kirmizi renkli,
sikistirilmis tugla tozundan hazirlanmis bir hargla sivandigt anlagilmigtir. Uzun duvarin giineyinde, sar-
nica su saglayan tiinellerden birisi tespit edilmistir. Dis yiizeyi tastan, i¢i ise molozla doldurulmus kanal,
yatagini ve kenarlarini olusturan ince tag plakalar ve su gecirmezligi saglayan i¢ kaplamasiyla genis ve
alcak bir duvardan olusmaktadir. Kanalin ve ¢evresindeki anitsal boyutlu su yapilarinin varligi, bolgede
yasayan biiyiik bir niifusu gostermektedir. Sarni¢lar ayn1 zamanda limana girip ¢ikan gemilerin temiz su
ihtiyacini karsilamis olmalilardir. Yapmin depremler sonucu dogu duvarmin yikildig: tespit edilmistir
(Res. 11). Sarnigta ele gegen damgali tuglalar yoluyla imparator I. Constantinus déneminde (324-337)
bu yapinin ingasina baslanilmis ve sonrasinda imparatorun ogullar1 tarafindan ingaatin devam ettirilmis
olabilecegi; MS 5-6. ylizyillarda da donemin 6nemli din adamlar1 ya da bolgesel yoneticileri tarafindan,
degisik tugla imalathanelerince iiretilen malzeme ile onarimlarin yaptirildig: sanilmaktadir (Sayar 2013:
53-55). Bu kitapta sarnig ile ilgili detayli bir boliim Dr. Kerim Altug tarafindan hazirlanmistir. Sarnigta
ve kazida ele gecen damgali tuglalar, Prof. Dr. Mustafa Sayar ile birlikte ¢aligilmaktadir. Sarnica su sag-
layan tiinel sistemleri ise ekibimizin Magara arastirma grubu tarafindan arastirilmaktadir.

Kale I¢i A¢cmalar: Ortaya ¢ikmaya baslayan 13-14M agmalarinda beliren biiyiik yap1 gruplarinin ni-
teligi heniiz tespit edilememistir. Bu yap1 gruplarinin birbiri ile iliskili bir kompleks oldugunu diisiin-
mekteyiz (Res. 12-13). Kale kalintis1 6niindeki alanlarda tabanlar1 opus sectile tarzinda mozaik kapli,
kdsegenli bir yapinin niteligi ¢oziilememistir (Res. 14-17). Mimari planinin 6zellikleri heniiz tam or-
taya ¢cikmamasina ragmen Bizans Sanati Uzmanlarimiz tarafindan bu yapinin 4-5. yiizyillara ait bir
martyrion olabilecegi diigiiniilmektedir®. Yapinin duvarlarinda ya da kubbesinde mozaik kapli (Res. 18)
sahneler olduguna dair bol miktarda renkli, hatta bir kism1 altin kapl tessera parcalar1 ele gegmektedir.
Yapinin tabanin altinda kirlangi¢ kenet izleri tasidigi goriilmiistiir. Bu izler yapinin daha dénceden var
olan bir Helenistik yapinin {izerine kurulmus oldugu kanisin1 vermektedir. Ayrica bu agmada ortaya ¢i-
kan mermer kartal bas1 heykeli, mimari plastik acisindan 6nemli bir 6rnektir (Res. 19).

Siitunlu Yapi: Kacak kazicilarin agtig1 bir delikten goriilen siitun pargasinin bulundugu noktadan bas-
land181 i¢in “stitunlu yap1” olarak adlandirilan kaz1 alan1 (Res. 20-25), 13. yilizy1l basindan daha eskiye
dogru, 5. yiizyila kadar tarihlenebilen kii¢lik buluntular, sikkeler, cam 6rnekleri vermistir. Siitunlu yapi-

3 Biiyiik Sarni¢ olarak adlandirilan yapinin kalintilarina ilk kez, Avcilar Belediyesi Bagkanligi’na bagli KUDEP uzmanlart
Cafer Tayyar Emre (Sanat Tarihgisi) ve Ahmet Arslandogmus (Arkeolog) dikkat ¢ekmistir, kendilerine tesekkiir ederiz.

4 Prof. Dr. Asnu Bilban Yal¢in bu konuda ilk sézlii goriis bildiren bilim insanidir. Prof. Dr. Blazej Stanislawski’de ayni
kanidadir.
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nin dogusunda 2013 yilinda agilan 16-17 F-G agmalarinda, atolye olabilecegi sanilan mimari bdlmeler
ile 2013 yilinin ilging buluntular ele ge¢mistir. 7 adet altin sikkeden olugsan minik bir hazine de bu
acmanin latrina (tuvalet) olarak kullanilan boliimiiniin duvar kenarindan ¢ikmistir. imparator Phokas
(602-610) ve imparatorlar Yasli ve Geng Heraklios’lara (610-640) ait altin sikkeler’, ayn1 seviyede ele
gecen buluntularin tarihlendirilmesine de yardimci olmustur. Olduk¢a saglam in sifu durumda amp-
horalar ve 700°den fazla unguentarium (Res. 26-29) yine bu agmalarda ele gecmistir®. Tiibitak Mar-
mara Arastirma Merkezi tarafindan yapilan analizler sonucunda , pismis toprak siselerin iglerinde ilag
kalintilar1 oldugu anlagilmistir. S6z konusu agmalarda MS 620-640 yillart arasinda biiyiik bir yangin
yasandig1 gozlenmektedir. Yangin sirasinda aceleyle yapinin i¢inin terk edildigi, geride kalan ¢ok fazla
buluntudan anlasilmaktadir (Res. 30). Ayrica graffito lu bir kiremit parcasi ve mermer yazit bu ag-
mada ortaya cikarilan epigrafik malzemelerdir (Res. 31-32). icinde bulunan tibbr iiretimde kullanilan
malzemeler nedeniyle bir hastane yapist (nosokomeion) olabilecegi de diistiniilen siitunlu yapinin kazi
caligmas1 tamamlandiktan sonra gergek bir tanimi1 yapilabilecektir. Bu tarihler, Tuna Nehri’ni gecerek
Bizans topraklarina ait Trakya iizerinden gelen Avarlarin Konstantinopolis’e kadar akinlar yaptig1 ve
Imparator Phokas ile Heraklios’un batida Avar ve Bulgarlar ve doguda Sasaniler ile savastig1 yillardir
(Ostrogorsky 2015: 11.3). i¢inde bulunan tibbi iiretimde kullanilan havanlar (Res. 33), havanelleri (Res.
34), spatulalar (Res. 35), kemik ila¢ kutular1 (Res. 36), cam malzemeler nedeniyle, bir hastane yapisi
olabilecegi de diisiiniilen siitunlu yapinin, kazi calismasi tamamlandiktan sonra gercek bir tanimi yapila-
bilecektir. Bu yapinin kazis1 Kocaeli Universitesi ile Polonya Arkeoloji ve Etnoloji Bilimler Akademisi
tarafindan yiriitilmektedir.

8. alanda, 4-7. yiizyillar arasinda yogun bir yasam oldugu goriilmektedir. Ozellikle uzak bélgeler arasi
iletisim ve ticaretin en 6nemli kanitlarindan olan amphoralar bu tabakalarda oldukga fazla miktarda ele
gecmistir. Misir, Roma, Levant, Ege, Tassos, Ganos amphoralarinin yaninda Karadeniz amphoralarinin
varlig1 Bathonea? Liman yerlesmesinin dnemini gostermektedir. Amphoralar iizerinde damgalar ve di-
pintolar mevcuttur. Uluslararasi tasimacilik agisindan énem arz eden bu kaplar Ulkii Kara tarafindan
doktora konusu olarak ¢alisilmaktadir.

8. alan kazilarinda ortaya ¢ikmakta olan anitsal yapinin ve gevresinin 7. ylizyilin ilk yarisinda yasanan
yanginin ardindan bir stire terk edildigi sanilmaktadir. 9-11. yiizyillar arasinda eski temellerin iizerine
daha kalitesiz mimari ile tekrar yerlesildigi anlasilan bdlgede, 11. ylizyilda bir kez daha deprem ya da
deprem sonrasi heyelan oldugu en iist seviyeler indirilirken karsilasilan duvar yikintilarinin (Res. 37),
altindan gelen seramik malzeme ile sikkelerden anlagilmistir.

Deprem sonrasinda yerlesim tekrar toparlanmaya calisilsa da 13. yiizyildan sonra eski giinlerinin ihtisa-
mindan eser kalmadigi malzemenin azlig1 ve kalitesinden anlasilmaktadir. 14. ylizyildan sonra, yarima-
danin kuzeyi yerlesim yeri olarak kullanilmamuistir.

2015 yil1 siitunlu yap1 kazilarinda bir kag kursun obje ele gegmistir. Bu objelerden bir tanesinde hayvan
iistiinde bir figiir fark edildiginden Tiirkiye Atom Enerjisi Kurumu Kiiciikgekmece Niikleer Arastirma
Enstitiisiinde rontgen ve XRF degerlendirmesinden sonra’ Istanbul Restorasyon ve Konservasyon Mer-
kez ve Bolge Laboratuvart Miidiirliigii’ ne temizlenmek tizere gotiirtilmiistiir. S6z konusu eserin, uzman-
lardan Seda Tulgar’in detayli temizligi sonrasinda stilistik agisindan Erken Hitit donemi 6zellikleri gos-
teren kursundan agik kalip tekniginde iiretilmis geyik tizerinde duran bir figlirin oldugu ortaya ¢ikmistir
(Res. 38-39). Geyik lizerinde ayakta duran tanri ya da tanriga betimleri Hititlerin “Kirlarin Koruyucu
Tanrisi/Tanri¢as’” PLAMMA olarak taninir ve kabartmalarda, miihiir baskilarinda, ritonlar {izerinde sik

5 Tekin 2013: 69-71. (Sikkelerimizi degerlendiren Oguz Tekin’e ¢ok tesekkiir ederiz)

6 Detayli bilgi i¢in bu kitap icerisinde Diirdane Kaya, “Kiiciikcekmece Gl Havzasi (Bathonea?) Kazilar1 Geg Antik Cag
Unguentariumlari-2013” adli makalesine bakiniz.

7 Ana madde olarak Pb (Kursun) ayrica az miktarda Fe, Mn, Cu, Ca,V, Ti, K, Si, Al, Mg elementleri alasimin yapisinda goz-
lemlenmistir. Rapor: Dr. Asiye BASSARI (Tiirkiye Atom Enerjisi Kurumu Kiiglikgekmece Niikleer Arastirma Enstitiisii)
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sik karsimiza ¢ikar, ayni zamanda yazili belgelerde 6zellikleri ayrintili olarak tanimlanir®. Bu ilging bu-
luntu, 2013 yilinda 22-24. alan kazilarinda bulunan MO 2. bin &zellikleri gosteren ikili heykelcik grubu
ile birlikte yazimizin asag1 boliimiinde yorumlanacaktir.

Stitunlu yap1 olarak tanimladigimiz yapiin mimari 6zellikleri, plan1 bu kitapta Asuman Yarkin Ye-
silirmak tarafindan detayli olarak verilmistir. Yapinin mimari elemanlar1 ve kronoloji ¢alismasi Prof.
Dr. Blazej Stanislawski tarafindan degerlendirilmektedir. Anitsal yapinin o donem icin 6zel yapimi ve
kesimli pencere camlarinin oldugu anlasiimistir. Bu konu ve diger ele gecen kiiciik cam eserler Kazi
Baskan Yardimcisi Dr. Seniz Atik ve Merve Ozkilig’in degerlendirmesine birakilmistir. Yapinin iist se-
viyelerinden gelen sirli seramikler ise yiiksek lisans 6grencisi Giilsiim Tiirkmen ile beraber ¢aligilmak-
tadir. Yapida mimaride kullanilan metal aksam yaninda dini litiirjik obje olarak tanimlanan grup ise yine
bir yiiksek lisans 6grencisi Ayberk Enez’e tez calismasi olarak verilmistir. Ayberk Enez bu kitapta in situ
durumundan yararlanarak, yapmin yanmis bir kapinin canlandirmasini denemistir.

8. Alan Sondaj 1

Kazilar baglamadan evvel bolgede baz1 yerlerin define arayicilar tarafindan yasal olmayan bi¢cimde ka-
zildig1 ve agilan gukurlardan birtakim mimari elemanlarin goriildiigii tespitlerimiz arasindaydi. Siitunlu
yap1 olarak tanimladigimiz yapinin 25 metre kuzeyinde kale duvar1 yakinlarinda agilmig bir ¢ukurun
sondajina karar verilmistir. 8. alan 11/12 C karelajlar1 icerisinde kalan sondajin kazis1 Prof. Dr. Jesus Gil
Feuansenta tarafindan yiirtitiilmustiir. “Sondaj 1 olarak adlandirilan bolgeden yar1 dairevi bir diizen-
leme ile biiyiik boyutlu kireg tas1 bloklardan olusan kuleyi andiran bir mimari belirmistir. Kale duvari
yakimindaki bu mimari yapinin iki katli oldugu taban ve taban altindaki boliimden anlasilmaktadir. Son-
dajda goriilen taban altindan gelen bir damgali kulp pargasi iizerinde “Ailios oglu Arispolios” yazmakta
ve Mustafa H. Sayar tarafindan Geg¢ Helenistik doneme tarihlenmektedir. Bu sondajin ileriki yillarda
biiyiitiilmesi planlanmaktadir (Res. 40 a-b).

Kiy1 Teras Duvar Kazisi

8. alaninin gol kiyisinda 2011 yilinda Dr. Hakan Oniz baskanliginda sualt: ekibi tarafindan teras duva-
rinin kazisina baglanilmistir. Yaklagik 40 metre boyunca takip edilen kiyidaki teras duvarmin dig cephe-
sinde ¢ok diizgiin har¢siz kesme tag bloklar gériilmektedir. Duvarin igte yaklagik 1,5 metre kalinliginda
tag moloz dolgu ile dolduruldugu anlasilmistir. Dolgular arasinda da har¢ goriinmemektedir. Bu nedenle
duvarin Helenistik donemde insa edildigini sanmaktayiz. Duvar bazi yerde li¢ metre yiikseklige eris-
mektedir. Duvarin iist seviyelerinden itibaren diizgiin kesme taslariin muhtemelen baska yapilarda
kullanilmak tizere daha sonraki donemlerde sokiilerek alindig1 goriilmektedir. Kesme tas sirasindan en
fazla altta li¢ sira geriye kalmistir. Duvar bir noktada kapi bigimde bir agiklik vermekte ve sonra yine
devam etmektedir. A¢iklik ve tabandaki diizgiin kireg tas1 bloklarla beraber arkada karaya dogru uzanan
basamakl1 boliim, deniz ulagimiyla yerlesmeye giren ve ¢ikanlar i¢in kapi olarak planlanmig gibi goriin-
mektedir (Res. 41-45).

22-24-25. ALANLARDAKI KAZILAR

22-24. Alanlar, Firuzkdy Yarimadasi’nin doguya bakan kisminin orta kesimlerinde yer alir. Bu alanlarda
Kiictik Liman kalintilari, antik yollar, meydan ya da antik pazaryeri (Makellon ya da Macellum) ve antik
havuz ile apsisli yapinin kazilar1 devam etmektedir. 24. bolge kazi alaninda en {ist seviyelerde karsila-
silan yikilip dagilmis mimari parcalar, duvar altinda kalmis, bireylere ait iskeletler’, seramikler ve diger

8 Geyikli Tanriga figiirini tek basina detayli olarak yayina hazirlanmaktadir.

9 Kazida rastlanilan iskeletlerin yerinde acilisi, laboratuvar calismalari ve sonug degerlendirmesi Adli Tip uzmani Dr. Omer
Turan baskanliginda biiyiik bir tip ve antropoloji uzmanlar grubu tarafindan yiiriitiilmektedir.
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buluntular, yasanan felaketler (deprem, heyelan, yangin ve saldir1) sonrasinda bolgenin terk edilip bir
iki ylizy1l sonra yeniden yerlesildigini gdstermektedir. Bu olay birkac kez tekrarlanmistir. Son olarak 18.
yiizyil sonlarina dogru Balkanlardan gogerek gelen Firuz Bey ailesinin olusturdugu Osmanli ¢iftlik ya-
saminin basladig1 goriiliir. Ciftlik yapilar1 (Res. 46) etraftaki antik kalintilar kullanilarak inga edilmistir.

Kiiciik Liman, Liman Yolu, Havuz, Hamam, Meydan: Yarimadanin dogu kiyisinda, Kii¢iilk Liman
olarak adlandirilan koyda iki tas kapli iskele mevcuttur'®. Giineyde yer alan iskelenin 2009 yilinda kazi-
sina baglanmistir. Yiizeyden 1 m kadar asagida, diizgiin kesme tastan yapilmis kaplamalar ortaya ¢ikaril-
mistir. Alanin dogu ve batisinda, gol kenarinda yer alan duvarlarin, st liste hargsiz tas siralar seklinde,
kiytya paralel uzandigi goriilmiistiir. Bu iskelenin hemen yaninda kiy1 hattinda bazi mimari parcalar da
ele gegmistir (Res. 47). Tas iskelenin arkasinda, bat1 yonde ilerletilen kazi ¢alismalariyla; 3,85 m ge-
nigliginde, kenarlarindaki bordiir taslariyla sekillendirilmis, ortasina daha kiigiik taslarla stabilize dolgu
yapilarak iizeri toprakla sikigtirilmis, oldukga diizgiin bir antik yol tespit edilmistir. Iskeleden yukarrya
dogru diiz devam eden yol, 100 m sonra dik a¢1 yaparak keskince sola donmektedir (Res. 48-50). Yol
iizerinde ele gegen seramik pargalariyla diger kiiciik buluntular, yolun Erken Roma déneminden itiba-
ren kullanildigini ortaya koymaktadir. Kiiclik Liman yolu olarak adlandirdigimiz yol, Helenistik ya da
Erken Roma donemine tarihleyebildigimiz 5x7 m’lik bir havuzla birlesmektedir. Havuz, kiregtas: blok-
larin diizgiin kesimiyle olusturulmustur. Birka¢ basamakla havuza inis merdiveni yapilmistir (Res. 51-
52). Havuzun en iist sirasindaki taslar, i¢te silmeli olarak islenmistir. Havuzun tabani da yine ¢ok diizgiin
kesimli kaplama taslariyla oriiliidiir. Havuzun hemen yaninda Ge¢ Osmanli doneminde insa edilmis
kubbeli bir hamam yapis1 mevcuttur (Res. 53-54). Hamamin tabani kagak kazicilar tarafindan kirilmig-
tir. Ancak hamamin arkasinda daha eski, tonozlu bir yapiya ait kalintilari 35 x 30 cm 6l¢iilerinde 4,5-5
cm. inceliginde, kire¢ hargli tugla duvar kalintilarin varligi ve su tiinellerinin mevcudiyeti Ge¢ Roma
doneminde de bir su yapisi oldugunu diisiindiirmektedir (Res. 55). Havuz ve hamamin 6niinden gegen
tas ve mermer doseli antik yol genis bir meydana baglanmaktadir. Kazilarak ortaya ¢ikarilan meydanin
oOlgiileri 40x40’metredir (Res. 56-57). Bu meydanin antik balik pazar1 (Makellon ya da Macellum) ola-
rak kullanildig: diisliniilebilir. Balik saticilar1 loncasi bagkani glin agarirken giinliik balik miktarini bolge
yOneticisi olan eparkhos 'a bildirdikten sonra, balik¢ilarin gece boyunca tuttuklar: baliklari kiiclik liman
yolundan meydana getirdikleri, giinliik olarak devlete 6demek zorunda olduklar1 vergiyi (Dagron 2002:
459) buradaki havuza balik olarak biraktiktan sonra da baliklarini pazarladiklarini diisiinebiliriz. 2008
yili arastirmasinda Kiigiik Liman kiyisinda bulunan ve ekibimizin epigrafi Prof. Dr. Mustafa H. Sayar
tarafindan okunan, EPARKOU damgali bir unguentarium parcasi, burada bir yerel yoneticinin varligini
gosteren ilk kanittir (Res. 58). Antik Yunan ve Roma donemlerinde balik¢iligin kent ekonomisindeki
yeri ¢cok dnemlidir. Antik kaynaklara gore, Kiiciikcekmece’de yasayan niifus oranina gore o yillar i¢in
cok biiytlik bir tutar olan yillik 15.000 kg balik tutulmaktayd: (Bursa 2010:14-18). Roma ve Bizans
donemlerinde Istanbul ve yakin ¢evresinde loncalar araciligiyla yiiriitiilen her tiirlii ekonomik faaliyet
rahat¢a denetlenebilmektedir. Lagiin golleri tuzlu, 1lik ve besinle dolu olduklarindan palamut ve ton gibi
gdcmen baliklarm yani sira kefal, kili¢, yilan balig1 gibi diger baliklarin da rahatca iiremelerine olanak
saglar. Kiiglikgekmece’nin kefal yumurtasindan iiretilen havyar kurutmasi ve Garum adli balik soslari
Antik Cag boyunca oldukea revagtadir (Deveciyan 2006: 218). Meydana ulasan tas doseli yol (Res. 59).
yarimadadan kuzeye dogru iki kilometre uzanarak sola doner sonra 1 km ilerler Eskinos deresinin {ize-
rindeki 2008 yilinda yikilan tag kopriiden tekrar yukar1 Bahgesehir’e dogru devam ederek Via Egnetia
ile baglant1 saglar. Ancak bu yolun iistii son yillarda molozlar dokiilerek kapanmistir (Res. 60).

Apsisli Yapi: Kiiciik Liman’n yukarisindaki alanda, yilizeyde goriilen (Res. 61) bazi kalintilar nedeniy-
le baslatilan kazilarla, apsisli bir yap1 kalintis1 ortaya ¢ikarilmistir (Res. 62). Uc nefli plana sahip bir
bazilika oldugu diisiiniilen yapinin olgiileri simdilik netlesmemistir. Bazilikal tipteki yapinin apsisinin
kubbesinden dokiilen tas parcalarinin yikintilari arasinda iki bireye ait iskelet (Res. 63 a-b) ile bir adet
Imparator Justinianus sikkesi ele ge¢mistir. Ayrica orta nefin mermer tabani iizerinde sira dis1 bir bi-

10 Kiigiik liman kalintilarini bélgede tarim yapan Ziraat Miihendisi Erdal Bayol géstermistir, kendisine ¢ok tesekkiir ederiz.
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cimde yatmakta olan bir baska bireyin durumu da ani bir yikimdan kacamamis oldugunu gostermekte-
dir. Orta nef mermer tabanda karsimiza ¢ikan iskeletin tizerinde biiyiik tas parcalar1 yer almistir. Adeta
yikint1 altinda ezilmis gibi goriinen bireyin, kaburga kemikleri ve bas1 eziktir. Yaninda 6. Yiizyila tarih-
lenen mor renkli bir cam sise pargasi bulunmustur. Bu izler jeofizik uzmanlarimiza gére muhtemel bir
depremi igaret etmektedir''. Justinianus donemi sikkesi depremin 6. yilizyilda yasanmis olabilecegini
gostermektedir. Orta Cag kaynaklarinda Ayasofya’nin yapimindan 22 yil sonra Istanbul’da yasanilan
cok biiytik bir depremde Kiiciikgekmece ¢evresindeki biiyiik yapilarin temeline kadar yikildigindan
s0z edilmektedir (Theophanes Contianus V: 94.) Kaz1 alanindaki Apsisli Yapi’nin kubbe ¢okiintiisii
ve duvarlarinin temeline kadar yikilmis olmasinin tespiti antik kaynaklar1 dogrular niteliktedir. Apsis-
li Yap1i’nin orta nefindeki taban gri renkli Prokonnesos (Marmara Adas1) mermerleri hald mevcuttur
(Res. 64). Yapinin, muhtemelen 6. yiizyildaki biiyiik depremle ani bir yikilisinin ardindan temellerine
kadar ¢coktligii ve yap1 taglarinin alinarak ¢evrede kullanildigi anlagilmaktadir. Ayrica bu alanda yogun
mimari plastik parcalar ele gegmistir (Res. 65-66). Dogu nefinin oldugu yerde tas doseli bir yol insa
edildigi anlagilmaktadir (Res. 67). 10-11. yiizyillarda ise yapinin nartex kismina gelen boliimlerinin
mezarlik olarak kullanildig1 anlagilmaktadir (Res. 68).

Bazilikal tipli yapinin insasindan ¢ok daha dnce apsis ve ¢evresinin kullanilmis oldugu, yap1 taslarinin
farkliligindan anlasilmistir. Apsisin temelini olusturan kirlangi¢ kenetli biiyiik tas bloklar, burada daha
once Helenistik bir exedranin bulunabilecegini gostermistir (Res. 69). Exedra olasilikla bir su yapisi/
cesme/havuz (?) olarak kullanilmis olmalidir. 2012 yili kaz1 sezonunda tespit edilerek detayli arastir-
mas1 magara arastirma uzmanlarimiz (ASPEG) tarafindan yapilan'? su tiinelinin, s6z konusu exedraya
temiz su sagladig1 sanilmaktadir (Res. 70-71). Zaman i¢inde su tiinelinin iginin toprak ve moloz ile ka-
panmastyla yeniden acilan tiinellerin exedradan uzaklastig1 sanilmaktadir. Helenistik donemden sonra
bir siire terk edildigi anlasilan exedra, Ge¢ Antik Cag’da biiyiik bir bazilikanin apsis temeli olarak kul-
lanilmistir. 2010 yilinda apsis temeli i¢indeki apsis kubbesinin yikintisina ait molozlar temizlenmeye
baglanmistir. 2013 yilinda bazilikanin inga donemini anlamak i¢in 11,15 m. seviyede diizeltilen apsisin
icte ve dista temeline kadar inilmeye karar verilmistir (Res. 72). Apsis ve dogusundaki karelajin se-
viyesi indirilirken pek ¢ok sikke, seramik, kandil, cam eser ele gegmistir. 1-2 yiizy1l Roma donemine
tarihlenen mermerden mezar ya da adak levhalar1 (Res. 73) ile Helenistik donem siyah firnisli seramik
parcalari da (Res. 74) yine apsisin disindaki karelerden seviye indirilirken gelmistir. Bu veriler apsisin
bulundugu noktanin 5. ve 6. yiizyillar dncesinde de kullanildigin1 ve exedranin varligini kanitlayan
O6nemli verilerdir.

Apsis i¢indeki seviye indirilirken, Helenistik donem exedrasina ait biiyiik tas bloklara ulasilmistir. Bu
seviye altinda 10,05 metrede kum ve ostreaedulis kabuklarindan olusan dolgu ile karsilagilmigtir'®. Os-
treaedulis doseli kum seviyesi indirilirken, 50 cm agagida kum ve sarimsi balgik dokulu tabaka altindan
bir tas sirasi1 fark edilmistir (Res. 75). Genisletilerek agilan seviyede kum tasi1 bloklardan olusan iki sira
diizenli yerlestirilmis tas dizisiyle karsilasilmig ve ayn1 seviyeden duvar kenarindan bir adet demir hey-
kelcik ele gegmistir'* (Res. 76a). Apsisin batt yoniindeki 15K no’lu agmadan da yaklasik on giin aradan
sonra ayni tipte ikinci bir heykelcik daha ele gegmistir S(Aydingiin 2013: 1-14).

[k heykelcigin bulundugu yer, apsisli yapmin apsis yari dairesi igindeki 9,45 m kotudur. Bu kot, bazi-
likanin apsisinin temelinin cok daha asagisinda olup, bazilika ile alakal1 bir seviye degildir. i1k bakista
apsisin ayakta kalabilmis kiregtas1 biiytlik bloklar1 géze carpmaktadir.

11 Jeofizik calismalarimiz Prof. Dr. Serif Baris baskanliginda Kocaeli ve Almanya Kiel Universiteleri jeofizik uzmanlarryla
yuritilmektedir.

12 Su tlinelleri konusunda bu kitap icerisinde Egilmez vd., “Kiiglikcekmece G6l Havzas1 (Bathonea ? Kazilari, Antik Cag Su
Temin Tiinelleri” baslikli makaleye bakiniz.

13 Ostrea Edulis konusunda Istanbul Universitesi Deniz Bilimleri ve Isletmeciligi Enstitiisii’nden, Prof. Dr. Cem Gazioglu,
Yrd. Dog. Dr. A. Edip Miiftiioglu, Dr. Volkan Demir ilk gozlemleri yapmustir. Kendilerine tesekkiir ederiz.

14 Agma sorumlusu Arkeolog Ahmet Aslan tarafindan kazilan exedrada demir heykelcik ortaya ¢ikarilmigtir.

15 A¢ma sorumlulart Arkeolog Nejat Panti ve Diirdane Kaya tarafindan 2. demir heykelcik ortaya ¢ikartlmistir.



Sengiil G. AYDINGUN

Ikinci heykelcik ise kazilarmn yine 24. bolgesinde 15K agmasinin “c” plankaresinde ele gegmistir. Hey-
kelcik, agmanin 15,98 m’de ylizeyden itibaren inilen 14,90 m kotunda kuzey-giiney yoniinde uzanan tek
siral1 tag duvar dizisinin altindaki kum ve deniz canlilar1 kabuklari déseli 13,87 m kotundaki baska taba-
nin altindan gelen kumlu doku i¢inde ele ge¢mistir (Res. 76b). Her iki heykelcigin de benzer karakterde
yap1 tabanlarinda ele gegmesi bunlarin ayn1 doneme ait olduklarini gostermektedir. Agmalar arasindaki
mesafe apsisli yapinin glineybati yoniinde 45 m’dir. Kazilar ilerledik¢e her iki agmadaki heykelcigin
geldigi seviyedeki mimarinin iliskisi daha net olarak tanimlanabilecektir.

Tipolojik 6zellikleri goz 6niine almarak MO 2. binin ilk yarisina tarihlenebilen Erken Hitit tipindeki
iki heykelcigin yaninda, ayn1 déneme tarihlenebilen seramik pargalarmin da Istanbul’da bilimsel bir
kazida ortaya ¢ikmasi, buluntularin birbirini dogrulamasi agisindan énemlidir. Bati ve Orta Anadolu’da
ki Orta Tung Cag1 kazilarinin Erken Hitit tabakalarinin pek ¢ogunda ele gectigi i¢in ¢ok rahatlikla ta-
nimlanabilen ¢ark yapimi, ince cidarli, kirmizit hamurlu ve kirmizi astarli, dikey agkili, mallarindan olan
seramikler kulplu testi formundadirlar (Res. 77). Hitit seramiklerinin genel 6zelligi kap yapiminda ¢om-
lekei ustalarinin mineral katkili ¢omlek¢i hamuru kullanmalaridir. Biraz demir igeren ¢omlekei kiline
degisik tanecik boyutlarinda kum ya da tasgik bazen de samot ad1 verilen ¢anak ¢omlek kiriklar: kata-
rak, hazirlanan hamura sekil verirken, kap yiizeylerinin yiikseltgen ortamda (firmnlama sirasinda yeterli
oksijen alan bir ortam) firinlandiginda parlak kirmizi renge doniisen, aritilmis ince kilden yapilma bir
astarla kaplamalaridir (Res. 78). Erken Hitit seramigini tanimlayan en temel 6zellik parlak bakir1 ya da
altin1 ¢agristiran, metalik piriltili kap yiizeyidir. Bu tiirde iiretilmis seramiklerin tiretim teknigine “gold
glimmer” adi1 verilmektedir. Biiyiik olasilikla bu islemde amag degeri yiiksek madeni kaplar1 animsatan
triinleri taklit etmektedir (Miiller-Karpe 2002: 502). Kirmizi hamurlu, kirmiz1 astarli ve dikey ackili
metalik kaplari taklit eden bir kulplu testimizin govdesi iizerinde Alacahdyiik’te ele gecen altin kap-
lar1 animsatan dairevi geometrik kazimalar mevcuttur. Bu testi, sandik bigimli bir tas sirali bir mekan
icinden gelmis ve iginden toz halde kalay ¢ikmustir'® (Res. 79-80). Kalay MO 2000°de déneminin en
kiymetli hammaddesidir. Tung yapimi igin 6zel olarak ¢ok uzak ticaret rotalarindan getirtilir. Trki-
ye Atom Enerjisi Kurumu, Istanbul Niikleer Arastirma Enstitiisii-Kiiciikgekmece Uzmanlar1 Dog. Dr.
Sinasi Ekinci ve Dr. Asiye Ozsar tarafindan arazide yerinde XRF cihaziyla yapilan analizlerde Hitit
tipindeki iki heykelcigin yer aldigi agmalardaki beyaz macun kivamindaki dokunun agirlikli olarak Sn
(kalay) verdigini gostermistir (Res. 81).

Oldukea kaliteli ¢ark yapimi kirmizi seramiklerin, demir heykelciklerle ayni konteksten ele gecmesi
Istanbul Protohistoryast icin bir ilktir. Dénemi i¢inde diisiiniildiigiinde ici kalay dolu metalik kaplar ne
kadar degerli ve prestij esyasiysa, demir heykelciklerde aynt donem i¢in son derece kiymetlidir. Ciinkii
MO 2000’lerin basinda demir, daha nceki bin yillardan itibaren bilinse bile, heniiz seri iiretime gegme-
mis, sanayide gelisme evresini yasayan bir maden oldugundan az bulunur, bu ylizden ¢ok degerli maden
durumundadir. Erken Hitit metinlerinde AN.BAR olarak tanimlanan demir, kral ve kralige ile 6zdesles-
tirilen son derece degerli bir malzeme olarak geger. Hititler ilk dnceleri prestij malzemesi olarak kul-
landiklar1 bu metali izabe teknigini bularak (Savas 2006:11) giinliilk yasam igine sokmus, arag-gereg ve
silah yapiminda demiri kullanmiglardir. Daha sonra demiri ihrag etmeyi basarmig hatta zaman zaman da
ihracatini yasaklamis bazen vergi ya da harag olarak alarak (Donmez 2014: 68) donemlerinde biiytik bir
gii¢ elde etmislerdir'’. Bir ¢ok yazili kaynakta demirin altina gore bes kat, glimiise gore kirk yada doksan

16 XFR cihaziyla Tiirkiye Atom Enerjisi Kurumu, Istanbul Niikleer Arastirma Enstitiisii-Kiigiikcekmece tarafindan yapilan
analizler icin Dog. Dr. Sinas1 Ekinci ve Dr. Asiye Ozsariya cok tesekkiir ederiz.

17 Hititlerde Demir’in kullanimiyla ilgili detayli calismalar arasinda Sedat Erkut un doktora tezi basi ¢ekmektedir. Unsal Yal-
¢in’1n Hititler ve Demir konusundaki yayinlar1 yaninda, Halil Tekin’in Eski Anadolu Madenciligi, Sevgi Donmez’in Hitit
Déneminde Degisim Aract olarak kullanilan Madenler, Savas Ozkan Savas’in Civi Yazili Belgeler Isiginda Madencilik ve
Maden Kullanimi, Afetinan, Jana Siegelova, A. Kempinski ve Silvin Kosak; E. Laroche, (CTH 242) galismalari, Hititlerin
Demir kullanimint hem yazili metinler hem de arkeolojik kanitlarla detayli olarak agiklamaktadir. Bkz. Kaynakga listesi.
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kat daha degerli oldugu belirtilmektedir's. Kazi alanlarimizda iki ayr1 agmada bulunan heykelciklerin
demirden yapilmis olmasi onlarm dénemindeki degerini ve ¢cok 6zel olarak iiretildiklerini gostermekte-
dir. Hitit yazili kaynaklarinda ¢ok dindar bir toplum olan Hititlerin tanrilarini tiretirken pek ¢ok maden
yaninda demirden iiretildikleri de yazmaktadir (Savas 2006: 63-65). 8. Alandaki Geyikli Tanrigay1 da
benzer donem buluntusu olarak ele aldigimizda, s6z konusu figiirinler ve seramik buluntular analojik
ozellikleriyle MO 18-15. yiizyillar arasina tarihlenebilmektedir.

Bu eserlerin ve kalay, bitiimen gibi hammaddelerin Istanbul Kiigiikgekmece kiyilarina kadar nasil geldi-
&i ise onemli bir sorudur. Tarihsel kayitlara baktigimizda Hititlerin bilinen ilk krali olarak kabul edilen
Labarna’nin (MO 1680-1650) yillar1 arasinda hiikiimdarlik yaptig1 ve bu dénemden beri (Alp 2002:
178; Karauguz 2002:140), Hititlerin Kuzeybati Anadolu’daki Wilusa ile iliskilerinin bagladigi kabul
edilmektedir (Turan 2016: 95). Orta Hitit Kralligi’nda ise 15. yiizyil baslarinda yasamig I/II Tudha-
lia’nin Kuzeybati Anadolu’daki AsSuwa federasyonunu yiktig1 hem metinlerden (KUB XXIIL 11 Oy.II
13-19) hem de Bogazkdy’de ele gegmis bir tung kilig {izerindeki yazidan anlasilmaktadir (Unal 1992:
46-50; 1993:727-730). Soz edilen Assuwa iilkeleri arasinda Wilusa (Troia)’da bulunmaktadir. Son yil-
larda ASSuwa tilkesi olarak kabul goren bolge, Troia- Canakkale- Balikesir- Erdek cevresidir (Alpars-
lan 2002: 23-34). Erdek ve hemen arkasindaki Kapidagi Yarimadasi, Kiiciikgekmece Golii'nden lodos
riizgarlariin oldugu giinlerde ¢ok acik bir sekilde goriinmektedir ve yaklagik 80 km uzakliktadir. Tung
Cagi1 denizcilerinin agik denizlerde goriis mesafesi icerisindeki kara pargalarina gidebildikleri bilinmek-
tedir yaklasik 80 km’lik bir uzaklik, lodos riizgarlar1 ile sabah erkenden hareket eden bir yelkenli ge-
minin aksam olmadan Marmara’nin giineyinden kuzeyine ulagmasi i¢in yeterli bir mesafedir (Res. 82).
Hititler bolgeye gelmese bile onlarin 6zel esyalarini getiren, ticari bir aligveris sisteminin var oldugunu
diistinmemiz gerekir.

Anadolu tiretimi oldugu diistiniilen demir heykelcikler ve kirmiz1 astarli seramikler yaninda ayni kon-
teksten kiigiik bir parga MO 17-15. yiizyillara tarihlenebilen Kibris beyaz astarli (White Slip) seramik
parcas1' ele gecmistir (Res. 83). Ayrica yine ayni alandan agik renk zemin {izerine turuncu renkli, pa-
ralel bantli Miken kabina ait kiigiik bir parga ile boyali bir kulp ele gegmistir (Res. 84). Balkan Tung
Cagi1 seramiklerini andiran bir kag¢ kahverengi hamur {izerine beyaz boyali seramik parcasi da ayni kon-
teksten gelmistir (Res. 85). Ikinci demir heykelcigin geldigi 24. bolge 15K agmasinda Mezopotamya
kaynakli plakalar halinde dairevi bigimde yerlestirilmis bitiimen (Res. 86)*° deposu agiga ¢ikarilmustir.
8. alan kazilarinda ortaya gikarilan “Geyikli Tanriga” figiirini de ele alindiginda bdlgede MO 2. binin ilk
yarisina ait izlerin varligi kuvvetlenmektedir. Tiim bu buluntular bélgenin MO 2000 basindan itibaren
Akdeniz ve Levant ile iliskisini gdstermeye baslayan ilk arkeolojik kanitlardir'. MO 2000°li yillarin
ilk yarisia tarihlenebilen Erken Hitit heykelcikleri ile seramik parcalarinin deniz kumu kapli alanin
25 c¢m kadar altindan gelmesi yarrmadanin MO 4. yiizyildan 6nceki bir dénemde deniz seviyesi altina
kaldigimi gostermektedir. Tam olarak ne zaman gergeklestigi bilinemeyen deniz seviyesi yiiksekliginin
iyi ¢oziimlenmesi gerekmektedir. Bu sorun jeolojik ¢aligmalarla anlagilmaya ¢alisilacaktir. Seviye degi-
sikligi sebepleri anlasildiginda, Istanbul’un kronolojisindeki 6zellikle MO 2. bin MO 1. bin arasindaki
doneminin bilgi eksikligine dair tarihsel bosluk kapanabilecektir.

18 Siimerce-Akadca yazili kaynaklarda, KU".AN= amu—tum, as“ium (meteor demiri) ve AN:BAR=parzilum olarak adlan-
dirtlan demir madeni Kiiltepe metinlerinde altindan bes misli degerli olarak ge¢cmekte, KT.s/k-89 envanter numaralt bir
vesikada ise glimiisten 90 misli degerli oldugu anlasilmaktadir. Afetinan demirin glimiisten kirk kat degerli oldugunu be-
lirtmektedir (Afetinan 1939:431 ). Asur Ticaret Kolonileri Caginda, Demir ticareti Anadolu’nun yerli saraylarinin tekelinde
olup Asurlu tiiccarlara bu madenin ticaretini yapma yetkisi verilmemistir. (Sever 1994: 92; Sever 1997: 293; Garelli 1977:
99; Yalgin 2004: 223; Bahar 1994: 310.)

19 Kibris’m MO 2. bin seramiklerinin taklidi beyaz astarh bir testi parcast yillar evvel Carsikap1 kazilarda ele gegmistir.
Firatli 1958: 29-32; Dénmez 2004: 41-55; Donmez 2006: 239-264.

20 British Petrol laboratuvarlarinda analiz yapilmustir, kendilerine tesekkiir ederiz.

21 Bu konuda bilim heyetimizden Haldun Aydingiin bir doktora tezi hazirlamaktadir.
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Bu seviyelerdeki kazilar genis lgekli agilabildigi takdirde Kiigiikgekmece GOl Havzasi (Bathonea?)
kazilari, Istanbul’un eksik kalan tarihsel bosluklarmi tamamlayacak veriler ile daha saglikli bir Tung
Cagi1 kronolojisi olusturulabilecektir.

24 Alan Sondaj 1-2 A¢malar:

24. alandaki 7-1 karelajinda yer alan birkag siitunun varligi nedeniyle burada bir jeofizik yapilmistir. Jeo-
fizik sonuglar biiyiik bir blok tabanin varligini bildirmistir. Bu nedenle 5x2 metre 6lgiilerinde iki sondaj
acilmigtir. Sondajlar arasinda 5 metrelik bir bosluk birakilmistir. Kuzeydeki 1. sondajda 4,5 metreye
inilmistir. Glineydeki 2. sondaj agmasinda ise 3,5 metreye kadar inilmistir. Her iki sondaj agmasinda
da kiiltiir varligina ve mimari elemana rastlanilmamistir. 1. sondajda yatayda bir anamoli goriilmezken
arada bes metrelik araligin oldugu 2. sondajda yatayda ani bir kirilma ve kopma izi gosteren koyu renkli
bir tabakaya rastlanilmasi bolgedeki depremselligi tetikleyen kiiciik faylarin varligini bir kez daha akla
getirmistir. Bu konuda Jeoloji Uzmani tiyemiz Prof. Dr. Hayrettin Koral ¢calismaktadir (Res. 87-88-89).
Sondaj gukurlari, daha sonra kazinin amorf seramiklerinin gémiilmesi ile kapatilmistir.

Osmanh Donemi Yapilar1 Temizligi

24. alanda yer alan Ge¢ Osmanli donemi Ciftlik yapilari Bulgaristan’dan 18. Yiizyilda gogen Firuz Bey
ailesinin kurdugu, zamanla sahiplerinin el degistirdigi ¢iftlik yapilaridir. Bu yapilar eski yerlesmelerin
yapi taglar1 kullanilarak yapilmis, iki katli konut, hamam, mutfak, hayvan agillar1, depolardan olugmak-
tadir. Ciftlik yapilarinin réloveleri Yilmaz Kuyumcu ve Asuman Yarkin Yesilirmak tarafindan ¢ikaril-
maktadir. Osmanli ¢iftlik yapilarmin ¢evre temizligi yapilmistir (Res. 90a-b). Buradaki sosyal yasam
Tarihgi iiyelerimiz Prof. Dr. Ibrahim Sirin ve Dog. Dr. Funda Selguk Sirin tarafindan ¢alisilacaktr.

25 Alan 3-4-5 Sondajlar1

25. Alanda 1/3-4-5 karelajlarinda Apsisli yapimin 70 metre dogusunda kiyiya dogru yiizeyden yapilan
jeofizik yontemlerle yapi yerlerinin tespit etme calismalar1 2013 yilinda Kocaeli ve Kiel Universiteleri
caligmalariyla devam etmistir (Res. 91a). Bu ¢alismada 2013 Mayis ayinda bdlgede uygulanan jeofizik
yontemlerin sonuglart verilmistir. Jeofizik yontemlerde dogru akim o6zdireng yontemi, yer radart ve
manyetik yontemler uygulanmistir. Jeofizik ¢aligmalarin sonuglar1 dikkate alinarak sondaj agilan yerler-
de, antik su tiineli ve kanalizasyon hattinin kiy1ya yakin bir noktada (Res. 91b) V biciminde birleserek
kiyidaki mekandan gole bosaldig1 anlagilmistir (Res. 92).

39. ALAN KAZILARI

39. Alan-Biiyiik Liman: Firuzkdy Yarimadasi’nin en glineyinde yer alir. Helenistik-Roma donemle-
rinde kullanilms Biiyiik /Bilgili liman1 ve Sualti calismalarimizin baskan1 Dr. Hakan Oniz tarafindan
tespiti yapilan antik deniz feneri oldugu sanilan deniz i¢i mimari kalintilar1 bulunmaktadir (Res. 93-97).

Biiyiik Liman/Bilgili Limani: Gol iizerinde kuzeyden giineye dogru uzanan Avcilar Firuzkdy Ya-
rimadast’nin ucundaki dogal olmayan ¢ikinti, bir antik limanin kalintilarina aittir??. Biiyiikk Liman/
Bilgili Limani1 olarak adlandirilan yarimadanin ucundaki alanda, diizgiin kesme tas ve moloz taslarla
yapilmis, 1,5 m kalinliginda, limanin teras duvarlarina ait kalintilar bulunmaktadir (Res. 98). Osmanl
donemine ait bir sarni¢ yapisi da bu mevkide yer almaktadir (Res. 99). Biiyiik Liman/Bilgili Liman1
kalintilar1 arasinda; Roma donemine ait lahit pargalar1 da dikkat ¢cekmektedir (Res. 100). Ayrica, gol
icindeki kayalik {lizerine, fener insa edildigine dair bir kalint1 da tespit edilmistir (Res. 101). Bilgili

22 Biiyiik/Bilgili Limani kalintilarini Avcilar Belediyesi Sehir Planlama uzmanlarindan Secil Yalginkaya fark ederek tarafimiza
bildirmistir, kendilerine tesekkiir ederiz.
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Limaninin blok ve kesme taslarinin gegen ylizyilin baglarinda bile ayakta oldugu ve Goliin girisindeki
tarihi kopriiniin1 930°1ardaki onarimi sirasinda kayiklarla buradan tas soktiiklerini anlatan yerli halkin
yaglilarindan 6grenilmistir.

Kiigiikcekmece Golil, ilk zamanlar Marmara Denizi’nin bir koyudur, 6. yiizyildan 6ncesinde deniz ile
g0l ayiran kumsalin bugiinkiinden ¢ok daha acik oldugu sanilmaktadir. Zamanla koyun 6niinde ince
bir kiy1 kordonunun (kiy1 oku) olugsmaya baslamasiyla, yavas yavas deniz ve koy birbirinden ayrilarak
lagiin goliine donilismiistiir. Kiy1 okunun doguya dogru uzamasi ile birlikte 1650 m uzunlugunda ve 45
m genisliginde bir gidegen (gdl ayagi) olusmustur (Doganer 2000: 6). Bu cografi olusum Antik Cag’da
Myrmex giiniimiizde ise Menekse Kanali olarak tanimlanmaktadir (Res. 102-105).

Avcilar Firuzkdy yarimadasinda belirledigimiz karelaj numaralaria gore; 8. 22-24. ve 39. alan olarak
kazilart siirmekte olan her li¢ kaz1 alaninda ilk bes sezon sonunda kazilarda ele gegen kiigiik objeler,
figiirinler, sikkeler, seramikler, amphoralar, Kiigilkcekmece’nin uzak bolge deniz ticaretinde binlerce
yildan beri bilinen 6nemli bir ticaret istasyon liman1 oldugunu gostermektedir. Ozellikle MO 5 - MS
7. yiizyillar arasinda Akdeniz’in batisindan dogusuna kadar pek gok antik merkezle (Ispanya, italya,
Sicilya, Fas, Misir, Liibnan, Fenike, Suriye, Ege Adalar1) Karadeniz arasinda yapilan yogun bir deniz ti-
caretinin varligini ortaya koymustur. 7. ylizyildan sonra azalan uluslararasi ticaretin en nemli nedenleri
arasinda koyun oniiniin giderek daralmasi sayilabilir.

Kazilarimizin boyutlar1 biiytiditkce ¢ikan mimari ve malzemenin c¢esitliligi yaninda, farkli donemlerde
yasanilmis sosyal olaylar ve bunlarin ortaya koydugu verilerin yorumlanabilmesi i¢in olusan sorular ne-
deniyle biiyiik capli uluslararasi bir ekip kurularak degerlendirmeler yapilmaya baslanilmistir. Yapilarin
ve malzemenin bilimsel tanimi, analizleri, incelenmesi ve yayina hazirlanmasi ¢alismalari siirmektedir.
Ayn1 zamanda g0l i¢i ve kryilar1 detayli olarak taranmakta, jeodezik, biyolojik, manyetik ve paleoiklim-
sel calismalar1 yapilmaktadir. Cevrenin fauna ve florasi da yine profesyonel ekiplerle ¢alisilmaktadir.
Kiigiikgekmece Goli’niin dnemli bir sulak alan olmasi sebebiyle 357 tiir olmak iizere ortalama 20 bin
kusa ev sahipligi yapmaktadir (Res. 106). Bunun yaninda her y1l 1.000.000 iizerinde kus ise Istanbul
Bogazi iizerinden kitalararast goclerini tamamlamak igin araziyi toplanma ve dinlenme amaciyla kul-
lanmaktadir (Res. 107-108). Bunun yan1 sira ¢esitli topluluklar tarafindan bolgemizdeki kus tiirleri ve
dogal yasam fotograflanmistir (Res. 109-113).

Kaz1 sonuglarmin bu kitapta yalnizca bir boliimii yer alabilmistir. Degerlendirmesi tamamlanan ¢aligma-
lar ayr1 monografiler seklinde yayinlanacaktir.

11






AN EXCAVATION SITE AT THE JUNCTION OF RIVER-LAKE AND SEA
(Works of the First Five Years)

Sengiil G. AYDINGUN"

Istanbul is a unique city lying in two different continents, which are separated by the Bosphorus. Twenty
km west of this strait lies the Kiigiikgekmece Lagoon Lake, which has been a main focal point of
our Istanbul Prehistoric Research (ITA)' Project. In 1992, the Lake of Kiigiikgekmece was divided
for administrative purposes by a north-south line between the townships of Avcilar in the west and
Kiiciikgekmece in the east. Our works has been concentrated on the Firuzkdy Peninsula, lying on the
western shore of the lake, belonging to Avcilar. We conducted intensive surveys on the banks and in
the basin of the lake since 2007, resulting in a great number of finds in the form of both architectural
structures and small objects. The findings from the early periods of our survey showed human activity
beginning in the Lower Paleolithic (approximately 800,000 BC) extending up to the Late Ottoman
Period (19" century).

The region probably provided favorable conditions for settlement throughout the entire human
occupation, thanks to rivers, the lake and the Sea of Marmara. Therefore it was pretty obvious that
signs of prehistoric life were going to be found in this area. This is evidenced by numerous surface
finds recovered in the initial stages of our survey in the form of scrapers and double faced tools from
the Lower Paleolithic, raw materials, cores and naviform tools of flint stone from the PPN (7000 BC),
and ceramics from the Neolithic, Chalcolithic, Early Bronze Age, Iron Age, Hellenistic, Roman and
Byzantine periods. Beyond these small finds, our surveys on the coast and inland discovered ruins of
castles, city walls, buildings, coastal walls, piers, harbors, a possible lighthouse inside the lake, grave
stelae and sarcophagi. It was quite surprising that a site so rich in archeological finds and so close to
the center of Istanbul remained unnoticed by previous generations of archaeologists. On the other hand,
treasure hunters were unfortunately fully aware of its importance, and dug innumerable test trenches.
Sometimes, these illicit diggings gave us a glimpse of what lies under the surface, enabling us to see
the remains of buildings of considerable size and importance. Our initial geophysical surveys also gave
signals which can be interpreted as buildings in different layers.

The dating of several kilometers long coastal walls, the piers, the possible light house, and numerous
ceramics to Hellenistic times showed us that among all the periods represented, the Hellenistic
displays the highest degree of intensity. Furthermore, many Hellenistic votive and grave stelae, which
had previously been brought to the Istanbul Archeology Museum, and have their origins around the
Kiigiikgekmece Lake, had already proved the existence of Hellenistic settlements in the area. However,
in the survey of ancient writers” works not much information was obtained with the exceptions of a few
sentences referring to the area. The Kiiclikcekmece Lake’s basin was first within the territory of the city

*  Director of the Excavations, Kocaeli University, Faculty of Science and Letters, Department of Archaeology.

1 Istanbul Prehistoric Research Project (ITA) continues since 2007 under the leadership of Dr. Sengiil Aydingiin.
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state of Byzantion, which had been founded in the 7™ century BC. We have to think that this city state
was in close relation with its hinterland due to its necessities, such as agricultural and sea products and
raw materials. All these materials had to be brought to Byzantion for its survival. During the Roman
Era the Kiiclikgcekmece Lake basin became part of Constantinople. Just as before, the relations of this
important city with its hinterland must have been very crucial. However, concerning the history and
archeology of Istanbul, our only references are previous excavations, which were carried out in central
parts of the city rather than its periphery. As a result, the relations of this metropolis with its hinterland
in Hellenistic, Roman and even Ottoman times are yet to be uncovered. On the other hand, the history
of Istanbul, and for that matter, of any important and long-existing city, cannot be fully understood by
referring only to written sources and archaeological diggings. Such a study must involve a variety of
scientific disciplines, such as geomorphology, geodesy, climatology, seismology and many others. We
applied to the excavation permit with this particular vision.

With the decision of Turkey’s Council of Ministers signed on 14.07.2009 with the registration number
of 15280, the permit for excavations was granted to the Ministry of Culture and Tourism and the Kocaeli
University. Following, the opening ceremony on the 16" of August 2009? (Fig. 1-2), a brief fieldwork
was planned as it was already late in the season. In this first season, apart from a small excavation of
mostly symbolic nature, some preparatory works of mapping (Map-1) and geophysical surveys (Fig.
3) at the sites with the highest potential were completed. Therefore, the real start of the excavations had
to wait until next year. The excavations gained momentum, increasing their scope in each consecutive
year from 2010 to 2013. Season 2014 was a sudden halt due to the lack of financing. Consequent to
this, a much reduced team continued digging at the site in 2015. The seasons of 2016 and 2017 proved
to be impossible for excavations for a multitude of reasons. Nevertheless, a concise shuftling of all the
materials in the depots yielded important insights and genuine discoveries during the study season of
2016. In sum, since the start of the excavations it is possible to count only five full seasons, in which our
team was at the site and actually digging.

Following the preparation of a grid system, the excavations started in areas code numbered 8, 24 and
393. These areas were chosen according to the destruction levels of the illegal trenches hitherto dug by
treasure hunters.

2 The first symbolic excavation was conducted on 16.08.2009 by Prof. Dr. Ahmet Emre Bilgili, who was the director of
Istanbul Cultural Heritage and Museums Directorate at that epoch. Other dignitaries involved were the district governors
and mayors of the Kiigiikgekmece and Avcilar townships; and the chancellors and vice-chancellors of the universities of
Kocaeli, Istanbul and East Mediterranean.

3 The preliminary excavation seasons were financed by limited contributions from the Ministry of Culture and Tourism.
There were also a number of other sponsors, which were able to support us to varying degrees. A special fund from the
project entitled “Istanbul: European Culture Capital of the Year 2010” was used in the season of 2011. In the same year,
Altas Ambarh Liman Isletmeleri also supported us both in cash and in kind. The seasons of 2012 and 2013 were the best
financed seasons of the project so far. The governorship of Istanbul provided financial support through Istanbul il Ozel
Idaresi (a government establishment financing civil investments). Unfortunately, this establishment was closed down in
2014; and a sum, which could have helped us tremendously in that year, was lost in bureaucratic intricacies. Hence, we
could not excavate during 2014. Boeing and Altas provided support for the season of 2015, when it became possible
to excavate in only one area. The excavations also received a financial contribution from the Kocaeli University BAP
(Scientific Researches Projects). We would like to thank to all these institutions.

Under the leadership of the Kocaeli University, the below mentioned universities became part of the project with their
scientists from many different fields. They are the universities of Istanbul, Mimar Sinan, 18 Mart, Baskent, Selcuk, Dogu
Akdeniz, Cukurova, Ege, Kafkas, Lahey, Madrid Autonomo, Bristol, and Kiel. Since 2014 a team under the leadership of
Prof Dr. Blazej Stanislawski from the Institute of Archaeology and Ethnology, Polish Academy of Sciences, Centre for Late
Antique and Early Medieval Studies (Wroclaw) has been taking part in the project, and studying the medieval finds of the
excavations.
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A BRIEF PRESENTATION OF THE EXCAVATION AREAS
EXCAVATION AREA 8

Situated on the eastern coast of the Firuzkdy Peninsula, Area 8 is the northernmost site of the excavations
(Fig. 4). When a number of buildings started to show themselves towards the end of the 2013 season. It
was possible to define some of them partially; and to make some educated guesses for the others. Two
structures of interest were an open cistern of considerable size, which we named Great Cistern, and a
castle-like complex named Castle Building. In addition to these, excavations in Area 8 also continue
at the so-called Building with Columns and at the coastal walls (Fig. 5-6). The bricks recovered in
these structures carry stamps dated to the reigns of Constantinus the 1* and his sons (Constantinus II,
Constantius, Constans); and were probably produced in special workshops dedicated solely to imperial
palaces or monasteries. Roman emperor Constantinus the 1* moved his capital from Rome to Byzantion in
order to be able to rule his empire more effectively. He immediately started a big construction program to
match the small city of Byzantion to the magnificence of a capital of the Roman Empire. We think that the
building program in Area 8 started at the time of emperor Constantinus the 1*and then slowly developed
into an imperial building complex with a palace/monastery, a martyrion and a large cistern. Writers of Late
Antiquity report that the outer borders of the new capital passed by Kiigiikgekmece. With the discovery of
imperial structures, our excavations started to prove the authenticity of these ancient texts.

The Great Cistern: The ruins of the structure is spread to squares 21-22-23-24F-G-H-I-J-K-L in our
grid system. The importance of the structure was understood immediately when a small section of its
weathered wall was discovered in the autumn of 2010*. When the excavations of the cistern started in
2011, a structure built with stamped bricks was uncovered. It was an open cistern, the walls of which
were made as a succession of arches (Fig. 7). Its walls were covered with a 5 cm-thick plaster applied
as an inner layer; and a thinner one as an outer layer. On the walls there are regularly placed terra cotta
ducts. We first defined them as water collection tubes, as they were filled with earth and mud, which
we found normal. However, when we noticed that they were designed as closed units, it came as a big
surprise to realize that they were not meant to supply or discharge water. Our researches couldn’t find a
satisfactory explanation for their function. Some experts think that they help to relieve the pressure of
the water exerted on the walls of such a large cistern.

The structure has a long rectangular shape but it does not have clean, right-angled turning points. On the
contrary, the walls change their direction in smooth-angled, , cylindrical sections. This type of design
makes sense as it deals better with the water pressure, to which the cistern may be exposed. The western
wall contains arched niches, nine of which were excavated. The north-south wall was followed during
the 2012 season up to a length of 70,2 meters ( Fig. 8-9-10). The base of the cistern, which is 3,5 meters
below the surface, is coated with a 15 cm-thick special mortar made of ground red ceramic . At the
southern end of the long wall, the entrance of a subterranean water canal system is discovered, which
was engineered to collect underground water. Besides feeding the large population of the settlement
the cistern might also have served to provide fresh water for the ships visiting the harbor. Based on
the stamped bricks found in the cistern, one can propose that its construction started at the time of
Constantinus the 1% (324-337) and continued during the reigns of his sons There were also possible
repairs around the 5-6™ centuries (Sayar 2013: 53-55). In this book, a detailed chapter about this cistern
is presented by Dr. Kerim Altug. The stamped bricks found both in the cistern and in other buildings of
this excavation area were studied by Prof. Dr. Mustafa Sayar. The subterranean canal systems feeding
this cistern was studied by the speleologists of our team.

4 The Great Cistern was first noticed and reported to us by the experts of the Avcilar Municipality, Cafer Tayyar Emre (Art
Historian) and Ahmet Arslandogmus (Arkeologist), to whom we extend our thanks.
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Castle’s Trenches: We are not able to define either the plans or the purposes of the architectural finds
we uncovered within the Castle Building, which is located in grids 13-14M. Nevertheless, we think that
the structures belong to a single building complex (Fig. 12-13). The octagonal-shaped structure with a
partly preserved and beautiful opus sectile is waiting for further excavations (Fig. 14-17). Despite the
fact that the plan of the structure has not yet come out in its full extent, our experts of Byzantine Art
think that it is a martyrion from the 4"-5" centuries’. Many tesserae of good quality, some of which are
even glazed with gold, were collected within the excavated area; and may indicate that the building had
fine mosaics on its walls (Fig. 18). Under the building, big blocks with marks of sparrow tail clamps
are visible. Hence, it is possible that the structure was constructed on the foundations of a monumental
Hellenistic building.

Building with Column: During our initial survey a shaft dug by illegal diggers caught our attention.
Half way through its depth of two meters a broken column was protruding. It was taken as a sure sign
of an important building and excavations started during the early days of the 2011season, with hopes to
obtain good results immediately (Fig. 20-22). The excavations in this trench started to yield small finds
of coins, metal and glass, first from the 13" century; and as we went further down, going back to the 5
century. Mortars (Fig.33), pestles (Fig. 34) of various sizes, spatulas (Fig. 35), small drug boxes made
of bone (Fig. 36) and glass objects were recovered from the Building with Column, which makes us
think that it might have served as a hospital. The excavations have to be completed in order to obtain an
unequivocal definition of the structure. On the east of the Building with Column, some work shop like
structures emerged in 2013 in grid numbers 16-17 FG. Also a very modest treasure, which consists of
seven golden coins, was found within the wall of a possible latrina. The golden coins, which were from
the era of emperors Phokas (602-610), and Herakleios (610-641), helped us to date other finds from
the same layer. Amphorae and a group of unguentaria, most of them in pristine conditions, were also
discovered (Fig. 26-29) in the same trenches, which were sealed by a powerful conflagration. The date
of this catastrophe was around 620-640 AD (Fig.30), which coincides with the Avars’ crossing of the
Danube, coming into Thrace and attack on Constantinople. During this epoch both emperors, Phokas
and Herakleios, fought with the Avars and Bulgarians in the west and with the Sasanids in the east
(Ostrogorsky 2015: 11.3).

It is understood that during the period from the 4" to the 7" centuries there was an intensive occupation
in Area 8. A hiatus was followed by another period of occupation from the 9" to the 11™ centuries,
without the imperial architecture and style of the previous one. The buildings of that second occupation
phase were characterized by hastily constructed dwellings using the ruins of the imperial phase. In the
11™ century a natural disaster, an earthquake or a landslide, hit the region (Fig. 37). After the cataclysm
the settlement never recovered and a third occupation phase continued until the 13"-14" centuries with
modest finds of low overall quality. The fact that we could not find any single material from the Ottoman
Period came as a big surprise; and indicates that this part of the peninsula was never settled after the 14"
century.

A lead object was found during the season of 2015, the investigation of which was carried out in Turkish
Atomic Energy Institution® with XRF and x-ray radiography. After the evaluation of the initial results it
was sent to the Istanbul’s Restoration and Conservation Center’s Laboratories’ for cleaning. The object
was cast in an open mold and represents a goddess standing on the back of a deer (Fig. 38-39). From a
stylistic point of view, it is dated to the Early Hitite Period. The god or goddess standing on a deer’s back
was named by the Hittites “The Protector God/Goddess of Prairies” PLAMMA. They are encountered
often in reliefs, seal impressions, rhyta and mentioned in great details in written sources.

5 Prof. Dr. Asnu Bilban Yal¢in and Prof. Dr. Blazej Stanislawski independently associated the building with a martyrion
(personal discussions).

Turkish Atomic Energy Authority Cekmece Nuclear Research and Trainning Center

Istanbul Restoration and Conservation Center
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Area 8 — Test Trench 1

Twenty-five meters north of the Building with Column and next to the castle wall, there was a pit dug
by treasure hunters in previous years. As we decided to enlarge it into a regular test trench, excavations
were carried out in grids 11/12 C.A semi-circular, tower (bastion?)-like two-storied structure emerged.
The edifice was built of big limestone blocks and is dated to the Late Hellenistic Period (Fig. 40 a-b).
On the fragment of a stamped handle found below the floor, the inscription “Arispolis son of Ailios” can
be read.

Coastal Wall Excavation

During the season 0f 2011, a coastal wall of around 40 meters length and 1,5 meters width was uncovered
on the lakeside in Area 8. Its outer side was made of clean cut stones without mortar, while its interior
was filled with rubble. There was no mortar in the interior of the wall either. For this reason we think
that the wall was constructed during the Hellenistic Period. (Fig. 41-44).

EXCAVATIONAREAS 22-24

Small Harbor, Harbor Road, Pool, Bath, Agora: There are two stone-paved piers on the eastern
coast of the Firuzkdy Peninsula, in a small bay we named Small Harbor. Pavements of regularly cut
stone were found about one meter below the water surface. The coastal walls® on the south and north
parts of the area are all made of cut stones joined without mortar and arrayed in parallel lines. A road
of 3,85 m width, which was discovered behind the stone pier, and runs in east-west direction, is dated
to the Hellenistic or Early Roman Periods. The two edges of this road were made of curb stones, while
the middle part was filled and stabilized by smaller ones. Starting at the pier, the road runs in a straight
line for 100 meters, and makes a 90-degree left turn (Fig. 48-50) to reach a pool made of rectangular
limestone blocks of monumental size. The pool is accessible on its western side by means of a few steps
(Fig. 51-52). Next to the pool stands a Late Ottoman bath with a typical dome (Fig. 53-54) Behind the
bath it is possible to discern the remains of a vaulted building of considerably older age. Bricks with the
dimensions of 35 x 30 x 4,5-5 cm were used with lime and mortar in its construction. Because of the
water conduits we also identified, we think that the building may be a Late Roman Bath or any other
water-related structure from this period (Fig. 55).

The stone and marble paved road passing by the pool and the Ottoman bath enters a large agora of 40
x 40 m. dimensions, which was entirely covered prior to the excavations (Fig. 56-57). We think that it
was used mainly as a fish market (Makellon or Macellum). According to Dagron (2002: 459), the head
of the fishermen’s guild would inform the local authority (Eparkhos) at dawn about the quantity of the
daily catch. Having brought their fish to the Agora, the fishermen would deposit a certain percentage of
their daily catch to the pool as tax, while the remaining part would probably be sold in that agora. The
word EPARKOU was clearly legible on a piece of unguentarium discovered in 2008, which proves the
presence of a local authority at the site (Fig. 58). This finding is in accord with the fact that during the
Roman and Byzantine Periods all commercial activities run by the guilds could easily be controlled by
the authorities. According to ancient sources, 15,000 kg of fish were being caught yearly at that epoch in
Kiigiikcekmece Lake. Compared with the population of Kiiciikgekmece at that time, this was respectable
quantity (Bursa 2010:14-18).

Migrating fish like bonito and tuna prefer lagoon lakes for their reproduction because of their salty
and lukewarm waters full of nutritients. The same goes also for gray mullet, sword fish and eel. In
antiquity, the so-called Garum, a special sauce prepared from the hard roe of gray mullet, was produced
at Kiigiikcekmece, and was much in demand (Deveciyan 2006: 218).

8 As far as we infer from the surveys and excavations, the coastal walls are circling the entire peninsula. Some times they
are found 2-3 meters inland, sometimes in the water. If these walls are marking the Hellenistic coastline, the change in the
coastline should be considered minimal given all these centuries passed.
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Apsidal Building: A big block of limestone with marks of sparrow tail clamps was found lying on the
surface, 115 meters to the southwest of the Small Harbor’s pier. A couple of meters away from this, a
similar stone block could be seen in a previously dug pit (Fig. 61). This spot was chosen as one of the
initial excavations trenches; and our work uncovered an apsidal building (Fig. 62). It turned out to be
a basilica with three naves and dimensions yet to be determined. The walls of the building were found
to have been demolished down to their foundations. Similarly, the dome had collapsed and buried two
skeletons (Fig.63a-b) and a coin from the Justinian period. Another skeleton was found lying on the
marble floor of the main nave. His position, far from being an orderly inhumation, made us think that
he was not able to escape from the sudden collapse of the building. Next to him was a piece of glass
bottle dated to the 6™ century. The cumulative evidence points to an earthquake. We learn from medieval
sources that Hagia Sophia was partially destroyed in its 22" year by one big earthquake. The same
sources also inform that buildings around Kii¢iikkgekmece were razed to the ground’ during the same
catastrophe. It is evident that the structure must have collapsed completely during the same earthquake
in the 6™ century (Fig. 64). Later, during the 10" and 11™ centuries, the narthex of the building was
apparently used as cemetery.

From the different nature of the stone blocks used on its foundation, it is clear that the apse and its close
vicinity predate the basilica. These blocks bear the marks of sparrow tail clamps and were probably
used in a Hellenistic Exedra, which could be a fountain or a pool. A narrow tunnel, 10 meters south of
the apse, is still providing fresh water to a fountain (Fig. 70). It is understood that, after the exedra had
been abandoned sometime after the Hellenistic period, it was re-used as the apse’s foundation in Late
Antiquity. In 2013, it was decided to excavate from a starting point at an elevation of 11,15 m'°, both in
and out of the apse, down to the foundations of the earliest building, in order to clarify the dating of the
structure more precisely (Fig. 69). During the excavations, coins, oil lamps, glass objects, Roman votive
or grave stelae from the 1st-2" centuries and Hellenistic black glazed ceramics (Fig. 74) were recovered,
especially on the outside of the apse. These findings demonstrate that the area was in use before the 5
and 6" centuries, and clearly evidence the existence of a Hellenistic exedra.

While excavating inside the apse, the stone blocks belonging to the exedra came into day light at a
stratum above 10.05 m. elevation. At this elevation, this stratum was followed by another of sand and
ostreaedulis shells, which was about 50 cm in thickness. Further below, irregularly shaped sand stones
appeared within yellowish clay, which seemed to form a floor (Fig. 72). In the same level, an iron
statuette was found next to the wall (Fig. 76a). The findspot of the statuette is within the semi circle of
the apse, at an elevation of 9,45 m. The level is far below the basilica and not related to this edifice. Ten
days later, another iron statuette, very similar in nature to the first one, came out from grid 15K, square
“c” of Area 24, which is situated 40 meters to the west (Aydingiin 2013: 1-14). This square had started
to be excavated at an elevation of 15.98 m. At 14,90 m. a wall, in the form of a single line of stones
running in north-south direction, was encountered. Further down, at 13,87 m, a stratum of sand and sea
shells was apparent, below which the second statuette was discovered (Fig. 76b). Thus, both statuettes
were found on building floors of similar character.

Ceramic sherds dated to the first half of the 2™ Millennium BC were also discovered within similar
contexts. This type of ceramics are commonly found in the Middle Bronze Age and Early Hittite levels
of Central Anatolian sites. That’s why their typology is well known and they can be easily identified.
They are wheel-made of red-pulped, red-slipped, vertical-burned, and mineral-rich pastes (Fig. 77-78).
A handled pitcher was found in a box-like feature and was found to contain powder of tin (Fig. 79-81).
Tin is one of the most important raw materials of the 2nd Millennium BC, as it was necessary to produce
bronze and had to be brought from distant lands.

9 Constantine Porphyrogennetos, Basil, 63; Theophanescontianus, V: 94.

10 As the Kiiglikgekmece Lake is connected to the sea, the elevation of its surface is equal to the sea level. Hence, the heights
are measured from the level of the lake.
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The finding of red slip ceramics along with iron statuettes is a first for Istanbul’s Protohistory. In the
early 2nd Millennium BC, iron was very difficult to obtain, and for this reason, very precious, even
though it had been known for some time. In early Hittite texts iron is referred to as AN.BAR and is
mentioned to be very precious. Hittites first used iron as a prestige material; but having mastered the
means of its smelting (Savas 2006:11) they became able to produce tools, instruments and arms. Later,
they were able to export this precious material; but it seems that they were in a continuous dilemma
about offering this strategic material to others. There were times when they levy taxes on its exportation
(Donmez 2014:68) and other times, when they even banned its sales completely'!'. The Hittite society
was a very religious one, and thanks to their religious fervor they tried to create the representations of
their respected gods as adorably as possible. For this purpose, they manufactured the statues of their
deities using different metals, including iron (Savas 2006:63-65). The Hittite ceramics and figurines
recovered at our site, including the goddess standing on a deer found in Area 8, are dated to the 18"-15"
centuries BC, thanks to their stylistic properties.

How these artifacts and tin reached the shores of the Kiiclikcekmece Lake in Istanbul is an important
question. When we refer to historical records we see that Hittite’s relations with Wilusa, which is situated
in northwestern Anatolia, started with Labarna (1680-1650 BC), the first known king of Hittites (Alp
2002:178; Karauguz 2002:140, Turan 2016:95), King Tuthalia I/I who reigned in the Middle Hittite
Period (15" century BC), destroyed the Assuwa federation, an alliance of northwest Anatolian polities.
This historical event was recorded both in texts (KUB XXIII.11 Oy.II 13-19) and in the inscription on a
bronze sword found in Bogazkdy (Unal 1992:46-50; 1993:727-730). Wilusa (Troy) was also mentioned
among the lands constituting the Assuwa federation.. In recent years the Assuwa lands are located in the
area covering Troy — Canakkale — Balikesir - Erdek and their vicinity (Alparslan 2002:23-34). Erdek is
situated on the western side of the isthmus of the Kapidag Peninsula, which can be easily seen from the
entrance of the Kii¢likgekmece Lake on clear days with the south-west wind. The distance between these
two points is roughly 80 km, which is a rather short distance for the mariners of the Bronze Age. With
the appropriate winds, they could realize the voyage in a single day (Fig. 82). Even though for the time
being we cannot confirm that the Hittites themselves set foot on the shores of the Kiiglikcekmece Lake,
we can confidently say that there was at least a system of exchange to import their artifacts.

Apart from the iron statuettes and red slip Anatolian ware, a small sherd of Cypriot White Slip ceramic,
which can be dated confidently to the 17"-15" centuries BC, was recovered from the same context (Fig.
83). This context, however had still more interesting finds to offer. Another ceramic sherd with parallel
orange stripes on a fair-colored background, and a similarly colored handle are Mycenaean (Fig. 84). A
broken handle of darkish brown color with white lines was unique among all our findings; and showed
similarities with the Bronze Age wares of the Balkans (Fig. 85). Furthermore, in trench 15K in Area
24, in which the second iron statuette was found, a pile of bitumen slabs was recovered. They were
stacked in a circular manner and seemed to belong to a merchant (Fig. 86). When taken together with
the Goddess on a Deer from Area 8, it is possible to put forward that the area was settled and had long
distance trade contacts in the first half of the 2" Millennium BC. These findings, all of them with origins
far from Kiigiikgekmece, constitute the first archeological evidence for the region’s trade relations with
the Levant, Aegean and possibly Balkans as well.

There is one more peculiarity about the iron statuettes and red slip ceramics. They were all found 25 cm
below a layer of sea sand and shells, which can only indicate that the region was under water before the
4t century BC. We don’t yet know how and through what kind of geological mechanism these changes
in the sea level happened. The problem has to be addressed by geological studies. If it can be solved
this will help to understand the scarcity of information about the time period between the 2™ and 1*
Millennia BC of Istanbul.

11 For the usage of iron by the Hittites see the Bibliography; Afetinan, Sedat Erkut, Unsal Yalgin, Halil Tekin, Sevgi Dénmez,
Savas Ozkan Savas, Jana Siegelova, A. Kempinski and Silvin Kosak; E. Laroche, (CTH 242)
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Area 24, Test Trenches 1-2:

Two deep trenches were dug in grid 7-1 of Area 24. While the trench in the north did not show any
anomaly, the one in the south, which was only 5 meters away, displayed a completely different profile
with a dark broken mark. The trenches were respectively 4, 3 and 3,5 meters deep; did not contain any
single archeological find, but were a boon for geologists. Since the earthquake of 1999, which was
devastating for Avcilar, seismologists have been searching for small fault lines crisscrossing the region.
What we found was one of them (Fig. 88-89).

The Cleaning of Ottoman Buildings: There are Late Ottoman farm buildings in Area 24, which, like
many others around Kii¢iikgekmece, were constructed partly with the ancient stones collected from our
excavation sites (Fig. 90 a-b). Some of these buildings date to the 18™ century, and built by Firuz Bey
and his family, who emigrated from Bulgaria. With the passing of time, the owners changed and with
the addition of a number of new facilities the farm was used until the 1970’s.

Areas 24-25, Test Trenches 3-4-5

In Areas 24-25, geophysical investigations were carried out and three test trenches opened. Our works
brought to daylight a double-water-conduit system, which flows into the lake through a building on the
shore that we previously excavated (Fig. 91 a-b).

EXCAVATIONS AREA 39

The Great Harbor/Bilgili Harbor: The southern tip of the Firuzkdy Peninsula is a manmade extension
built as a part of the harbor facilities (Fig. 93-97). This extension now consists of the remains of 1.5 m.
thick coastal walls, built by regularly cut curbstones and rubbles (Fig. 98). At the very tip, the square
plan of a building is still discernible under the water. There is also the remains of an Ottoman cistern
nearby (Fig. 99). Furthermore, a possible ancient lighthouse was identified on a rocky outcrop inside the
lake. This structure should be assessed taking into consideration that the Kiicilkgekmece Lake was once
a bay in the Sea of Marmara. A sandbank, which slowly occurred in time, cut the lake off from the sea,
forming a lagoon lake (Arig 1955) (Fig.104-105).

At the end of the five excavation seasons, it is understood that Kiigiikcekmece played an important role
in long distance trade, especially during the period between the 5" century BC — 7" century AD. We were
able to find ceramics from Spain, Italy, Sicily, Marocco, Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, and the Aegean. Hence,
it is possible that the site had a pivotal position in the trade between the Mediterranean and Black Sea
regions.
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Res. 1: Kazilarin baslangicindaki basin toplantisi.
Fig. 1: The Press conference at the beginning of the excavations

Res. 2: Kazilara protokol tarafindan sembolik kazma vurulusu.

Fig. 2: The official start of the excavations with the symbolic diggings by VIP guests
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Res. 3: Jeoradar ¢alismalari
Fig. 3: Georadar Works

Res. 4: Firuzkdy Yarimadasi tizerinde kazi alanlarimin konumu.

Fig.4: Excavations sites on Firuzkdy peninsula. (Biiyiik Liman = The Great Harbor,
Alan = Excavation sites)
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Res.5: 8. Alan icerisinde yer alan agmalar.

Fig. 5: 8. Trenches inside the 8th excavation site.

Res. 6: 8. Alan icerisinde yer alan kale 6nii agmast.
Fig. 6: Castle front trench inside the 8th excavation site
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Res. 8: Biiyiik sarni¢ duvar takip kazisi.

Fig. 8: The follow up excavations of the Great Cistern’s side wall

Res. 9: Biiyiik sarni¢ duvar takip kazisi.
Fig. 9: The follow up excavations of the Great Cistern’s side wall
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Res. 10: Biiyiik sarni¢ kazisinda yiiriitiilen caligmalar.

Fig. 10: Works carried out during the excavations of the Great Cistern

Res. 11.: Biiyiik sarni¢ kazisinda ortaya ¢ikarilan yikilmis duvar siralar1.

Fig. 11: The collapsed wall unearthed during the excavations of the Great Cistern.
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Res. 12: 8. Alanda yer alan kale kalintis1.
Fig. 12: The ruins of a castle found in the 8th excavation site

Res. 13: 8. Alanda yer alan kale 6nii kazist.

Fig. 13: The Castle front’s excavations carried out in the 8th site.v



