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2021 yilinda aramizdan ayrilan,

engin tarih bilgisi ile bizlere 151k tutarak
Bathonea kazilarinda ¢ok katkisi bulunan
Sayin Hakan Murat Akin’a
saygilarimizla...

In honor of Hakan Murat Akin (R.I.P.
in 2021), who had made enormous
contributions to the Bathonea excavations

with his vast historical knowledge...
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Kiiciikcekmece Gol Cevresi
Faunasi ve Sosyal Yasama Etkisi

Kuguk¢cekmece Lake Environment Fauna
and Its Impact on Social Life

Hasan DEGIRMENCI*

Ozet

Insan; etrafinda bulunan biitiin canl iirleriyle etkilesim halinde olan sosyal bir canlidir. Hayvan ve bitkilerle
birlikte doganin bir pargasidir. Bu bildiride, Kiigiikcekmece Go6lii gevresinde bulunan yerlesim yerlerinin
ve g6l ¢evresi faunasinda yer alan bir ¢ok tiiriin birbirleriyle karsilikli olarak nasil etkilesim gosterdikleri,
bolgeye 1928 yilinda Bulgaristan’in Ortakdy Kazasi’ndan gogerek goliin bati kiyisina yerlesmis olan
Firuzkoy halkimin goziinden anlatilmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler:
Bathonea, Fauna, Firuzkody, Kiigiikgekmece Golii.

Abstract

Human; it is a social creature that interacts with all living species around it. It is a part of nature along with
animals and plants. In this paper, how the settlements around Kiigiikgekmece lake and many species in the
fauna around the lake interact with each other are explained through the eyes of the people of Firuzkéy,
who migrated to this region from the Ortakdy district of Bulgaria in 1928 and settled on the western shore

of the lake.

Keywords:

Bathonea, Fauna, Firuzkoy, Kiigliikgekmece Lake.

GIRIiS

Burada sunulan ¢alisma konusunun se¢ilme ne-
denlerden ilki veteriner hekim kokenli bir arkeo-
log ve bu bolgeye 1928 yilinda gelen ailelerden
birinin temsilcilerinden biri olmamdir. Bu nedenle
calisma Firuzkdy kiyilarina odaklanacaktir. Firuz-
koy’tin ilk kurucular1 1928 yilinda Bulgaristan’in

*  Veteriner Hekim, Orcid No: 0000-0001-6456-3118,
hasdeg@yahoo.com

INTRODUCTION

The first reason for choosing the subject of the
study presented here is that [ am a veterinary ar-
chaeologist and one of the representatives of one
of the families that came to this region in 1928.
For this reason, the study will focus on the Firuz-
koy coasts. The first founders of Firuzkdy migrat-

*  Veterinary Surgeon, Orcid ID: 0000-0001-6456-3118,
hasdeg@yahoo.com
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Ortakdy Kazasi’na bagh Balcibiik kdyiinden alt-
mis hane olarak o yillarin olumsuz siyasi sartlari
sebebiyle gociip, Firuzkdy arazisini satin alarak
yerlesmislerdir. {1k énce gol kiyisindaki binalarda
ikamet etmigler, ardindan sert kis sartlar1 ve yaz
aymimn getirdigi olumsuzluklar neticesinde koyii
bugiin bulunduklart konumuna tagimiglardir. Bu
caligmada Kiiglikcekmece Golii ¢evresinde bulu-
nan yerlesim yerlerinin ve gol ¢evresi faunasinda
yer alan bir ¢ok canli tiiriiniin birbirleriyle karsi-
likl1 olarak nasil etkilesim gosterdikleri, Bulgaris-
tan’dan gogerek goliin bati kiyisina yerlesmis olan
Firuzkdy halkinin géziinden anlatilmistir.

Kiiciikcekmece Havzasi

Kiigiikgekmece Golii Istanbul’un yaklasik 22 ki-
lometre batisinda; Avcilar, Kiigiikkgekmece, Ba-
saksehir ve Esenyurt ilge smirlart arasinda yer
alir. Alan1 yogunlukla Sazlidere, Nakkasdere ve
Hadimkoy dereleri besler. En derin noktast yak-
lasik yirmi metrelik hafif tuzlu bir lagiin olan
Kiiciikgekmece Goli'niin etrafi, kalkerli mera
topluluklari, kuru fundaliklar, tarim arazileri ve
glinliimiizde yogunlasan yerlesim yerleriyle ¢ev-
rilidir. Kapikule sinir kapisina baglanan demiryo-
lu hatt1 Kiigiikgekmece Golii’niin dogu ve kuzey
kiyilarint izlemektedir. Goliin gliney sahili ise
Marmara Denizi’ne paralel ince bir sahil seridiyle
cevrilidir. Gol, 6zellikle kis aylarinda yiiksek sayi-
larda su kusu barindirir.

GOl ekosistemi, tarim alanlari, sazlik alanlar, maki
topluluklari, kuru fundaliklar, meselikler ve gii-
niimiizde agirlikli olarak yerlesim birimlerinden
olusur. Hafif tuzlu bir dalyan olan Kiigiikgekme-
ce Goli'niin kuzeyindeki Altingehir ve batidaki
Firuzkdy kryilarinda genis sazliklar bulunmakta-
dir. Bolgede dogal yapisini en fazla koruyabilmis
alanlar goliin dogu kiyisinda bulunan Cekmece
Niikleer Arastirma Merkezi, askeri alan sinirlari
icindeki yerler ve Firuzkdy Yarimadasi ile Firuz-
kdy’e bakan kiyilarda bulunan yerlerdir. Goliin
ozellikle bat1 kesiminde bugiin azalmis olmasina
ragmen tarim i¢in elverisli araziler bulunur ve
bunlarin bir kisminda tarim devam etmektedir.
Gol kiyismin kuzeyinde, yapay kum ve camur
diizliikleri ve golciikler bulunmakta, sazlar ise kus
tiirleri i¢in 6nemli bir yasam alan1 saglamaktadir.

Gol Havzasi Faunasi
Kiigiikgekmece Gol Havzasi farkl tiir gruplarini

ed from Balcibiik village of Ortakdy District of
Bulgaria in 1928 as sixty households due to the
negative political conditions of those years and
settled by purchasing Firuzkdy land. They first re-
sided in the buildings on the shore of the lake, then
they moved the village to its present location as a
result of the harsh winter conditions and the neg-
ativities brought by the summer months. In this
study, how the settlements around Kiiglikgekmece
lake and many living species in the fauna of the
lake interact with each other are explained through
the eyes of the people of Firuzkdy, who migrated
from Bulgaria and settled on the western shore of
the lake.

Kiiciikcekmece Basin

Kiiciikgekmece lake is approximately 22 kilome-
ters west of Istanbul; It is located between the dis-
trict borders of Avcilar, Kiigiik¢ekmece, Basakse-
hir and Esenyurt. The area is mainly fed by the
Sazlidere, Nakkasdere and Hadimkdy streams.
Kiiciikgekmece lake, the deepest point of which
is a slightly salty lagoon of approximately twenty
meters, is surrounded by calcareous pasture com-
munities, dry heaths, agricultural lands and now-
adays concentrated settlements. The railway line
connecting to the Kapikule border gate follows
the eastern and northern shores of Kii¢iikgekmece
Lake. The southern shore of the lake is surrounded
by a thin coastline parallel to the Sea of Marmara.
The lake hosts high numbers of waterfowl, espe-

cially in winter.

The lake ecosystem consists of agricultural ar-
eas, reeds, maquises, heathlands, oak groves and
mostly settlements today. There are wide reeds
on the shores of Altinsehir in the north and Firuz-
koy in the west of Kiigiikgekmece Lake, which is
a slightly salty dalyan. The areas that have pre-
served their natural structure the most in the re-
gion are the Cekmece Nuclear Research Center
located on the eastern shore of the lake, the areas
within the borders of the military area, and the ar-
eas located on the coasts overlooking the Firuzkdy
peninsula and Firuzkdy. Although it has decreased
today, especially in the western part of the lake,
there are suitable lands for agriculture and agricul-
ture continues in some of them. To the north of the
lake shore, there are artificial sand and mud flats
and ponds, while the reeds provide an important
habitat for bird species.
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bir arada barindiran sulak alan sistemidir. Su kus-
lar1 i¢in de 6nemli iireme ve kislama alanidir. Kii-
¢likcekmece Golii, gé¢ doneminde kiigiik karaba-
taklar (phalacrocorax pygmeus) ve binlerce leylek
(ciconia ciconia) i¢in dikkat ¢ekicidir. Alan ayrica
karabatak (phalacrocorax carbo) (Sek. 1) ve nesli
kiiresel olgekte tehlike altinda olan dikkuyrugun
(oxyura leucocephala) kislama popiilasyonlar
icin de 6nemli bir sulak alandir. Bunlarinda hari-
cinde, Kii¢ciikcekmece Belediyesince 2021 yilinda
yayinlanmig olan “Kii¢ciikgekmece Kuslarin Evi”
adli yayinda da yiiz altmig alti adet kus tiiriiniin
havzada yasadig1 tespit edilmis bulunmaktadir.!

G0l havzasi sadece kus tiirleri degil ayn1 zaman-
da bircok memeli hayvan tiiriine de ev sahipligi
yapmaktadir. Nesli kiiresel dlgekte tehlikede olan
beyazkesicidisli korfarenin (rnannospalax leuco-
don) (Sek. 2) bu bolgede bulundugu tarafimizca
tespit edilmistir. Bulunan bireyin bdlgede kont-
rolsiiz olarak bulunan sokak hayvanlari tarafindan
oldiriliip birakildigi tahmin edilmektedir. Ayrica
hala bdlgede bir su samuru popiilasyonunun bu-
lundugu basinda yer alan haberlerde yer almak-
tadir (Sek. 3). Su samurlan iirkek olduklar ve
popiilasyonu az olmasi nedeniyle tenha alanlari
tercih etmekte, insan hareketlerinin oldugu alan-
lardan miimkiin oldugunca uzak durmaktadirlar.
Sadece ¢ok ag¢ kaldiklar1 veya es aradiklar1 nadir
zamanlarda insan varliginin oldugu alanlara yak-
lagsmaktadirlar. Bu iki grup yaninda gesitli kemir-
gen, kirpi ve yarasa gibi birgok memeli tiirlerini de
barindirmaktadir.

Siirlingen tiirlerinden ise baslica olarak Nakkasde-
re lizerinden gole gelen nadir bir tiir olan benek-
li kaplumbaga (emys orbicularis) yagsamaktadir
(Sek. 4). Bu kaplumbaga tiirii de maalesef evcil
hayvan diikkanlarinda satilmak iizere toplanmak-
ta ve sayilan gittikge azalmaktadir. Giinlimiizde
cocuklar tarafindan ilgi géren Uzakdogu kokenli
alyanak kaplumbaganin ithalata bagh kisitlamalar
sebebiyle, muadil olarak emys orbicularis doga-
dan koparilip hayvan satis1 yapan diikkanlara (pet-
shoplara) satilmaktadir. Bu canlilar, dogal ortam-
larindan koparildiklarinda ev ortamlarma uyum
saglayamayip telef olmaktadir. Aksine ithalatina
kisitlamalar getirilmis olan alyanak kaplumbaga
ise evde bakim zorluklar1 olugmasi veya sahibinin

1 lsfendiyaroglu 2020: 18.

Lake Basin Fauna

Kiiciikgekmece Lake Basin is a wetland system
that hosts different species groups. It is also an im-
portant breeding and wintering area for waterfowl.
Kiiclikgekmece Lake is notable for small cormo-
rants (phalacrocorax pygmeus) and thousands of
storks (ciconia ciconia) during the migration pe-
riod. The area is also an important wetland for the
wintering populations of the cormorant (phala-
crocorax carbo) (Fig. 1) and the globally endan-
gered white-headed duck (oxyura leucocephala).
Apart from these, in the book, named Kiigiik¢ek-
mece Kuglarin Evi, published by Kii¢ciikcekmece
Municipality in 2021, it has been determined that
one hundred and sixty-six bird species live in the
basin.!

The lake basin is home to not only bird species but
also many mammal species. We have determined
that the globally endangered lesser mole rat (nan
nospalax leucodon) (Fig. 2) was found in this re-
gion. It is estimated that the individual found was
killed and left by the stray animals found in the
region uncontrollably. It is also reported in the me-
dia that there is still an otter population in the area
(Fig. 3). Otters prefer secluded areas because they
are timid and their population is low, and they stay
away from areas where there is human activity as
much as possible. They only approach areas of hu-
man presence on the rare occasions when they are
very hungry or looking for a mate. In addition to
these two groups, it also hosts many mammalian
species such as various rodents, hedgehogs and
bats.

Among the reptile species, european pond turtle
(emys orbicularis), a rare species that comes to
the lake via Nakkagdere, lives mainly (Fig. 4).
Unfortunately, this turtle species is also collected
for sale in pet stores and their numbers are de-
creasing. Today, due to the import restrictions of
the Far East origin turtle, which attracts attention
by children, emys orbicularis is plucked from na-
ture and sold to pet shops. When these creatures
are separated from their natural environment, they
cannot adapt to their home environment and per-
ish. On the contrary, the turtle, whose import has
been restricted, is left uncontrolled in the nature
due to difficulties in home care or boredom of the

1 Isfendiyaroglu 2020: 18.
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sikilmasiyla dogaya kontrolsiiz olarak birakilmak-
ta, boylece dogal diigmanlarinin gorece daha az
olmasi sebebiyle yerel tiirlerin habitatinda bozul-
malar meydana getirip yerel tiirlerin yok olmasina
sebebiyet vermektedir. Bunlarin haricinde bolge,
cesitli su yilan tiirlerine ev sahipligi de yapmak-
tadir. Ayrica yengec ve karides tiirleri de golde
mevcuttur.’

Balik tiirlerine bakildiginda; 2019 yilinda Miifit
Ozulug ve Giilsah Sag tarafindan Istanbul ili Tath
Su Balik Faunasi tizerine yapilan bir aragtirmada
Kiigiikgekmece Golii ve baglantili akarsularinda
atherina boyeri risso, clupeonella cultriventris,
neogobius melanostomus agirlikli baliklarin bu-
lundugu bir fauna tespit edilmistir.’ Yine yerel
halktan eskiye yonelik bilgi aldigimizda; turna, ki-
zilkanat, kefal ve mersin balig1 yakaladiklar: veya
yerel balik¢ilardan bu tiirdeki baliklar1 aldiklarini
sOylenmektedir. Ayrica su samurlartyla benzer bir
durum da baliklarin géldeki yasamlartyla ilgili
gelismistir. 2020 yilindaki bir habere gore, golde
halen Mersin baliginin mevcudiyeti tespit edilmis
ama maalesef kirlilik sebebiyle iki ayr1 birey 6li
olarak kiyiya vurmus halde bulunmuslardir (Sek.
5).# Bu {liziicii haber ayni1 zamanda daha once tii-
kendigi diisiiniilen bazi tiirlerin gélde halen yasa-
dig1 yoniinde bir umut 15181 dogurmaktadir.

Gol havzasi ozellikle Firuzkdy Yarimadasi, bavius
(pseudophilotes bavius) ve yalanci apollo (archon
apollinus nikodemusi) adli kelebek tiirleri igin de
o6nemli bir yayilis alanmidir (Sek. 6). Bu kelebek
tiirleri Bathonea yerlesimi ¢evresinde yapilmig
olan bir arastirma ile de netlik kazanmsgtir.’

Kelebekler haricinde, kazi bolgesinde 24. alanda
2020 yilinda tarafimca yapilan ve bir hafta siiren
kisa bir aragtirmada da basta argiope bruennichi
(Sek. 7), agelena labyrinthica (Sek. 8) ve lycosi-
dae (Sek. 9) tiirleri olmak iizere toplam sekiz tiir
oriimeek tespit edilmistir. Bunlarin bazilar1 1sirdi-
ginda insanlarda alerjik reaksiyon olusturabilecek
tiirler olarak bilinmektedir. Kisa ve dar bir alan-
da dahi bu kadar ¢ok 6riimcek tiirii tespit edilmis
olmasi, gdl havzasinin genelinde yapilacak bir

2 Cakil 1996: 11-17.

Ozulug - Sag 2019: 19-36.

4 https://www.trthaber.com/haber/turkiye/kucukcekmece-golun-
de-25-metrelik-mersin-baligi-olu-bulundu-500489.html

5 Seker2017: 381.
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owner, thus causing deterioration in the habitat of
local species due to relatively fewer natural ene-
mies and causing the extinction of local species.
Apart from these, the region is also home to var-
ious water snake species. There are also crab and
shrimp species in the lake.?

If we look at the fish species; In a study conduct-
ed in 2019 by Miifit Ozulug and Giilsah Hair on
the Freshwater Fish Fauna of Istanbul Province,
a fauna with predominantly atherina boyeri risso,
clupeonella cultriventris, neogobius melanosto-
mus fish was detected in Kiigilkcekmece Lake
and its associated streams.’ It is said that they
caught pike, rudd, mullet and sturgeon or bought
this type of fish from local fishermen. In addition,
a similar situation with otters has developed re-
garding the life of fish in the lake. According to
a report in 2020, the presence of sturgeon was
still detected in the lake, but unfortunately, due
to pollution, two separate individuals were found
dead on the shore (Fig. 5).* This sad news also
raises a glimmer of hope that some species that
were previously thought to be extinct still live in
the lake.

The lake basin, especially the Firuzkdy peninsula,
is also an important distribution area for butterfly
species called bavius (pseudophilotes bavius) and
archon apollinus (archon apollinus nikodemusi)
(Fig. 6). These butterfly species were also clarified
by a study conducted around the Bathonea settle-

ment.’

Apart from butterflies, in a short, week-long re-
search conducted by me in area 24 of the exca-
vation site in 2020, a total of eight spider species,
mainly argiope bruennichi (Fig. 7), agelena lab-
yrinthica (Fig. 8) and lycosidae (Fig. 9) species
detected. Some of these are known as species that
can cause an allergic reaction in humans when
bitten. The fact that so many spider species have
been detected even in a short and narrow area
strengthens the possibility of finding more spe-
cies in a survey to be conducted throughout the
lake basin.

2 Cakil 1996: 11-17.

3 Ozulug - Sag 2019: 19-36.

4 https://www.trthaber.com/haber/turkiye/kucukcekmece-golun-
de-25-metrelik-mersin-baligi-olu-bulundu-500489.html

Seker 2017: 381.
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arastirmada daha fazla tiir bulunmasi ihtimalini
giiclendirmektedir.

Gol Havzasi Sosyal Yasami ve Cevreye Etkisi
Kiigiikgekmece Golii’niin ¢evresi agirlikli ola-
rak konut, sanayi tipi, egitim, arastirma ve ticari
amacl yerlesim alanlariyla cevrilidir. Bu yogun
yapilagmanin neticesinde alan iizerindeki etkile-
simlerden en ciddi tehdit insan maarifetiyle mey-
dana getirilmis olan kirliliktir. Cekmece Niikleer
Arastirma Merkezi laboratuvarinin bu bdlgede
bulunmas: yine ¢evre i¢in ciddi bir potansiyel teh-
dit olusturmaktadir. 2019 yilinda tesisin yanindaki
calilik alan yanmis, yanginin tesise sigramasi kil
payiyla durdurulup bir facianin dniine gegilmistir
(Sek. 10).6

Eski Halkali ¢6pliigli giiniimiizde her ne kadar
kullanilmamakta ve tistii ortiilii olsa da alttaki ¢op-
lerden sizan sularin yeralt1 suyu ile karigarak gole
akma olasilig1 halen mevcuttur. Gol ¢evresindeki
endiistriyel tesisler ile kara ve deniz ulagim arag-
larinin atiklari nedeniyle golde agir metal kirliligi
olusmustur. Bunlarin haricinde giiniibirlik piknik-
cilerin biraktig1 atiklar ve meydana getirdikleri
fiziki tahribat 6zellikle Firuzkdy kiyilarinda fazla-
styla goze carpmaktadir.

Bunlarin disinda evcil hayvanlarimizin bolgeye
kontrolsiiz girisleri ya da belediyeler tarafinda ki-
sirlagtirildiktan sonra doga hayvanlarinin yasadigi
alanlara yakin yerlerde salinan kopek ve kediler,
ac kaldiklarinda veya iggiidiisel sebeplerden do-
lay1 basta bolgede yuva yapan ve iireyen nadir
kus tiirleri ve ardindan kii¢iik memeli tiirleri i¢in
onemli Olgiide tehlike arz etmektedir.

Goliin kiyilart ¢esitli noktalarda, aritma tesisi insa-
at1, TEM otoyolunun yapimi ve bélgeyi yerlesime
agmak maksadiyla doldurulmustur. D-100 (Eski
adiyla ES5) karayolu ve baglanti yollarinin ingasi-
nin daha o zamandan bélgenin dogal yapisina bii-
yiik zarar verdigi bilinmektedir. Goliin kuzeyinde
bulunan toplu konutlarin mera alanlarina dogru
genislemesi alani tehdit eden baska bir unsurdur
Alanin kuzey ve bat1 kesimlerinde yasadis1 avci-
lik maalesef alinan tiim 6nlemlere ragmen halen

6 19.09.2019 tarihli Cekmece niikleer arastirma ve egitim mer-
kezi yanindaki agaclik alanda yangin (https://www.haberler.com/
cekmece-nukleer-arastirma-ve-egitim-merkezi-12443267-haberi/)
(11.02.2022)

Social Life of the Lake Basin and Its Impact
on the Environment

Kiiciikkgekmece Lake is mainly surrounded by
residential, industrial, educational, research and
commercial residential areas. As a result of this
intense construction, the most serious threat from
the interactions on the area is the pollution creat-
ed by human ingenuity. The presence of the Cek-
mece Nuclear Research Center Laboratory in this
region also poses a serious potential threat to the
environment. In 2019, the bush area next to the
facility burned down, and the spread of the fire to
the facility was narrowly stopped and a disaster
was averted (Fig. 10).°

Although the old Halkali dumpsite is not used
today and is covered, there is still the possibil-
ity that the waters leaking from the garbage at
the bottom will flow into the lake by mixing with
the groundwater. Heavy metal pollution has oc-
curred in the lake due to the wastes of industrial
facilities and land and sea transportation vehicles
around the lake. Apart from these, the wastes left
by the picnickers and the physical damage they
cause are particularly striking on the shores of
Firuzkoy.

Apart from these, uncontrolled entry of pets into
the area or after being sterilized by municipal-
ities, dogs and cats released close to the areas
where nature animals live, it poses a significant
danger to the rare bird species that nest and breed
in the region, and then to small mammal species
when they are hungry or because of instinctive

reasons.

The shores of the lake were filled at various points
for the construction of the treatment plant, the con-
struction of the TEM highway, and the settlement
of the region. It is known that the construction of
the D-100 (Formerly ES) highway and connection
roads has already caused great damage to the nat-
ural structure of the region. The expansion of the
housing estates in the north of the lake towards
pasture areas is another factor that threatens the
area. Unfortunately, illegal hunting in the north-
ern and western parts of the area still continues

6 19.09.2019 - Cekmece niikleer aragtirma ve egitim merkezi
yanindaki agaglik alanda yangin (https://www.haberler.com/
cekmece-nukleer-arastirma-ve-egitim-merkezi-12443267-haberi/)
(11.02.2022)
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siirmektedir. Hatta artik yaban hayati ve meskun
mabhalin bir araya geldigi, i¢ ige oldugu diisliniilen
bu alanlardan silah seslerinin siirekli olarak geldi-
&i bolge halki tarafindan endiseyle dile getirilmek-
tedir. Yine eglence yerlerinden ve diigiin alanlarin-
dan kontrolsiiz olarak atilmaya devam eden havai
fisekler bolgedeki canlilarin hayatini olumsuz
yonde etkilemektedir. Ayrica havzanin en degerli
miicevheri olan gdgmen kuslar bu giiriiltii ve 151k
kirliliginden en fazla nasibini alan canli grubunda
yer almaktadirlar.

Golde eski zamanlardan beri yapilan balik avi
giiniimiizde de halen siirdiiriilmektedir. Avcilikla
beraber gol kiyisinda balik¢i barinaklart da bu-
lunmaktadir. Hatta balik¢ilik bu bolgede eskiden
beri o derece dnemlidir ki; Avcilar Tlcesi Yesilkent
Mabhallesi’nde bir caddeye (Balikyolu Caddesi)
ve yakin zamanda bu caddenin Esenyurt il¢esin-
deki uzantisinda bulunan mahalleye de (Balikyolu
Mahallesi) ismini vermigtir. Son zamanlara kadar
g6liin kuzey kiyilarinda yer alan sazlik ¢evresinde
tutulan baliklarin ticareti i¢in kullanilan bu yol,
eskiden beri yerel halk tarafindan “Balik Yolu”
olarak anilmaktadir. Eski adi Egkinoz veya Eksi-
noz olan kdyden (giiniimiizdeki Esenyurt ilgesinin
temeli olan kdy) gelen kdyliilerin bu yolu kullana-
rak kendilerine has bir yontemle/zipkinlarla avla-
diklar1 baliklar1 ayni yoldan kdylerine dondiikleri
ya da Firuzkdy basta olmak iizere ¢evre koylere
satmak amaciyla bu yolla gotiirdiikleri igin yol bu
ismi almigtir. Daha 6nceki yillarda géliin dogu ve
giiney kiyilarinda tekneyle avlanan baliklar Kii-
¢likcekmece merkezindeki diikkanlarda satilmak-
taydi. Giinlimiizde ise balik¢ilik daha ¢ok kiigiik
olcekte ve ozellikle de kiy1 ve olta balik¢ilig1 sek-
linde devam etmekte, agirlikli olarak da ticaretten
cok bireysel tiiketimler i¢in avlamaktadirlar. Gii-
niimiiz avcilariyla goriisiildiigiinde agirlikli olarak
kefal yakaladiklarin1 6grenilmektedir. Ancak, bu
durumun ne kadar saglikli olup olmadig tartisma-
hidir. Yukarida deginildigi gibi g6liin sulari asir
derecede agir metal zehirlenmesine ve bakteriyel
kontaminasyona yol agacak bir kirlilige sahiptir.
Ayrica her ne kadar yetkililer tarafindan kontrol
altinda oldugu belirtilse de Cekmece Niikleer
Arastirma Merkezi’nden olusacak bir sizint1 her
an biiylik bir ¢cevre felaketine yol agabilecektir.

Bolgenin kuzeyinde cayir ve fundaliklarla kapli
meralarin azalmasinin yaninda, 6nceki yillarda en

despite all the precautions taken. In fact, it is ex-
pressed with concern by the people of the region
that gunshots are constantly coming from these
areas, which are thought to be intertwined, where
wildlife and residential areas come together. Fire-
works, which continue to be fired uncontrollably
from entertainment venues and wedding venues,
adversely affect the lives of living things in the
region. In addition, migratory birds, which are the
most valuable jewels of the basin, are included in
the group of creatures that suffer the most from
this noise and light pollution.

Fishing, which has been done in the lake since
ancient times, is still continued today. Along with
hunting, there are also fishermen’s shelters on the
lake shore. In fact, fishing has been so important
in this region since ancient times; gave name to
a street (Balikyolu Street) in the Yesilkent Dis-
trict of Avcilar and recently to the neighborhood
(Balikyolu District) in the extension of this street
in the Esenyurt. This road, which has been used
for the trade of fish caught around the reeds on
the northern shores of the lake until recently, has
been known as the “Fish Road (Balikyolu)” by
the local people for a long time. The road took
this name because the villagers coming from the
village (the village that is the foundation of the
present Esenyurt) used this road to return to their
villages on the same road, or to sell them to the
surrounding villages, especially Firuzkdy, by us-
ing this road. . In previous years, fish caught by
boat on the eastern and southern shores of the lake
were sold in the shops in the center of Kiiciikgek-
mece. Today, fishing continues on a small scale,
especially in the form of coastal and angling,
mainly for individual consumption rather than for
commerce. When interviewing today’s hunters, it
is learned that they mainly catch mullet. Howev-
er, it is debatable how healthy this condition is. As
mentioned above, the waters of the lake are high-
ly polluted, leading to heavy metal poisoning and
bacterial contamination. In addition, although it is
stated that it is under control by the authorities, a
leak from the Cekmece Nuclear Research Center
could cause a major environmental disaster at any
time.

In addition to the decrease in the pastures cov-
ered with meadows and heaths in the north of
the region, there is still a small amount of ani-
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cok Firuzkdyliiler tarafindan yapilan hayvancilik
icin kullanilan mera ve ¢ayirlarda halen az da olsa
hayvancilik yapilmaktadir. Hatta gerek tren yolu
ulagimi gerek suya olan yakinligi ve bolgede ye-
tistirilen hayvanlarmn Istanbul’a naklinin nispeten
kolay olmasi nedeniyle Kiigiikcekmece’de bu-
glinkii Marmaray istasyonuna yakin bir noktada
mezbaha bulunmaktayd:. Bugiin mevcut olan bu
ciftliklerin en 6nde geleni giiniimiizde imara aci-
larak yerlesim yeri yapilmak istenen Istanbul Uni-
versitesi-Cerrahpasa, Veteriner Fakiiltesi’ne ait
ciftliktir. Bunun haricinde de 6zellikle Yesilkent
ve Firuzkoy kiy1 seridinde irili ufakli birgok islet-
me bulunmaktadir.

Bu ciftikler iki yonden risk arz etmektedir. Birin-
cisi buradaki ¢iftlik hayvanlarmm hem kendileri
hem de artiklar1 biyolojik ve kimyasal olarak ya-
ban hayvanlari igin birer tehdittir. Ciftlik hayvan-
lar1 ayni1 habitati kullandiklar1 yaban hayvanlarinin
yiyeceklerine ortak olmuslar, onlarin gezdigi, daha
kiigiik canlilar1 avladiklari alanlar isgal ederek
onlara yasam pay1 birakmamaktadirlar. Biyolojik
artiklar1 ise kontaminasyon riski tagimaktadir. Bu
ciftlik hayvanlarinda kullanilan antiparaziter veya
gelisim diizenleyici olarak kullanilan kimyasallar
da yaban hayvanlarina zarar vermektedir. Diger
yantyla buradaki kirlilikten nasibini almig olan
meralardan beslenen ve sularini tiiketen bu hay-
vanlarin, et, siit ve diger yan {iriinlerinin insanlar
tarafindan tiiketilmesiyle insan sagligi anlaminda
da ciddi bir tehdit olusturmaktadir.

Tekrar sosyal etkilesim cercevesinden bakildi-
ginda, sazlik ve su bolgeye bir ¢ok yoniiyle ha-
yat vermistir. Insanlar o yillarda sazlarla evlerinin
catilarin1 6rmiisler, sazlik ¢evresindeki ve goldeki
hayvanlari avlayip gida olarak tiiketmiglerdir. El-
bette ki, o donemde yapilan bu tiir faaliyetler gii-
niimiiziin kot uygulamalariyla esdeger degildir.
Gecmiste yapilan her uygulama ihtiyag {izerine ve
gerektigi kadariyla yapilmaktaydi.

Bu noktada geriye doniik detayl bir bakis yapildi-
ginda; 6rnegin, hayvanlar ve insanlarin etkilesimle-
rinin ilk zamanlar: diisiiniildiigiinde dogada besini-
ni ve bariagin kendisi bularak, diigmanlarina karsi
kendini savunarak yasamini ve soyunu siirdiiren
yabanil hayvanlarin bir boliimii insan eliyle evcil-
lestirilmigtir. Yabani hayvanlarin evcillestirilmeye
bagslanmasi tarihoncesi devirlere dayanmaktadir.

mal husbandry in the pastures and meadows that
were mostly used by the people of Firuzkdy for
animal husbandry in the previous years. In fact,
there was a slaughterhouse at a point close to to-
day’s Marmaray station in Kii¢cliikcekmece, due
to its proximity to the railway and water, the
relatively easy transportation of animals raised
in the region to Istanbul. The most prominent of
these existing farms today is the farm belonging
to the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine of Istanbul
University-Cerrahpasa, which is intended to be
opened for development and a settlement. Apart
from this, there are many large and small busi-
nesses, especially on the Yesilkent and Firuzkoy

coastlines.

These farms pose risks in two ways. Firstly, both
the farm animals themselves and their residues
are biological and chemical threats to wild ani-
mals. Farm animals have shared the food of wild
animals with which they use the same habitat,
occupying the areas where they roam and hunt
smaller creatures, and do not leave them a share
of life. Biological residues carry the risk of con-
tamination. The chemicals used as antiparasitic
or growth regulators used in these farm animals
also harm wild animals. On the other hand, the
consumption of meat, milk and other by-products
of these animals, which feed on the pastures and
consume their water, poses a serious threat to hu-
man health.

When viewed from the perspective of social in-
teraction, reeds and water have given life to the
region in many ways. In those years, people cov-
ered the roofs of their houses with reeds, hunted
the animals around the reeds and in the lake and
consumed them as food. Of course, such activities
carried out at that time were not equivalent to to-
day’s bad practices. Everything that was done in
the past was done on demand and as needed.

At this point, when a detailed retrospective view
is made; for example, considering the early times
of the interaction of animals and humans, some
of the wild animals that found their own food and
shelter in nature, defended themselves against
their enemies and continued their life and lineage,
were domesticated by human hands. The domes-
tication of wild animals dates back to Prehistoric
ages.
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Bu hayvanlarin dogal g¢evrelerinde 6zgiir ve ya-
banil yagarken tutsak edilerek insan eliyle bakilip
beslenmeye ve insanla birlikte yagamaya aligti-
rilmasi evcillestirmenin yalnizca ilk agamasidir.
Oysa bu uzun siirecin asil amaci, yabani hayvan-
lar1 yeni kogullara uyarlayarak insana daha yararl,
et, siit ya da yumurta verimi daha yiiksek, yiik ya
da binek hayvani olarak daha dayanikli, avda iz
stirmeye ya da bekgcilik etmeye daha yatkin evcil
soylar iretmektir. Bu da ylizyillarca siiren titiz
secme, caprazlama ve islah ¢aligmalarinin bir so-
nucudur.

Insanin gelisiminin yasandig1 o siireglerin gercek-
lestigi alanlardan birinin yine bu géliin kiyisinda
yer alan Yarimburgaz Magaras: oldugu diisiiniil-
mektedir. S6z konusu konuyla ilintili olarak yiirii-
tillen ¢aligmalarda magara igerisinde ve ¢evresin-
de ¢ok sayida buluntu yer almakta ve bu yondeki
tezler giinden giine daha da giliglenmektedir.”

Giinlimiize biraz daha yakinlastigimizda, Batho-
nea’nin ilk kuruldugu ve Firuzkdy Yarimadasi
cevresinde yasamin en yogun oldugu dénemlere
dondiigiimiizde ise goriiyoruz ki insanlar bu bol-
gede balikeilik ve deniz ticareti yapmislardir. Bu
siirecte de bu derece yogun bir insan niifusunu
oldugu bu yerlesim yerinde, yine bol miktarda av
hayvani ve ¢iftlik hayvani tiiketimi ger¢eklesmis-
tir.

Bathonea yerlesiminden gelen hayvanlara ait ke-
miklerin {izerinde gida amach tiiketildiginin en
belirgin gostergesi olan kasaplik izi domuz, sigir
ve koyun Orneklerinde goriilmektedir. Ayrica at
kemikleri bulunmas: atlarin yiik ve binek hayvani
olarak kullanildiklarini géstermektedir. Bunlarin
haricindeki buluntular arasinda bol miktarda gesit-
li tiirde midye kabuklar1 ve deniztarag: kalintilari-
nin bulunmus olmasi da bu deniz canlilarindan da
faydalandiklarin diisiindiirmektedir. Yine alandan
balik iskeleti pargalari da bolgede balik¢ilik faali-
yetlerinin oldugunu bizlere gosterircesine bulun-
tular arasinda yer almaktadir. Bu hayvan kalintila-
riyla ilgili ¢alismalar halen devam ettirilmektedir
ve baska bir yayinin konusu olacaktir.

Bunlarin haricinde kazi alaninda bulunan sirli bir
seramik buluntu tizerinde bir kurban sahnesi yer

7  Aydingiin 2016: 217-230; Aydingiin 2017: 1-12.

It is only the first stage of domestication that these
animals are kept in captivity while living free and
wild in their natural environment, and accustomed
to being cared for, fed and cohabited by humans.
However, the main purpose of this long process is
to adapt wild animals to new conditions, to pro-
duce domesticated strains that are more beneficial
to humans, have higher meat, milk or egg yields,
are more durable as pack or riding animals, and
are more prone to hunting or guarding. This is the
result of centuries of careful selection, crossing
and breeding.

It is thought that one of the areas where those
processes where people started to become human
took place is the Yarimburgaz Caves, which are
also located on the shore of this lake. In the stud-
ies carried out on the subject in question, there are
many finds in and around the cave, and the theses
in this direction are getting stronger day by day.’

When we get a little closer to today, when we re-
turn to the times when Bathonea was first estab-
lished and the life around the Firuzkdy peninsula
was busiest, we see that people engaged in fishing
and maritime trade in this region. In this process,
this settlement where there is such a dense human
population, plenty of game and farm animals were
consumed.

Butchery traces on the bones of animals from the
Bathonea settlement, which is the most obvious
indication that they were consumed for food pur-
poses, are seen in the samples of pigs, cattle and
sheep. In addition, the presence of horse bones
shows that horses were used as draught and rid-
ing animals. Apart from these, the fact that vari-
ous kinds of mussel shells and clam remains were
found among the finds suggests that they also ben-
efited from these sea creatures. Again, fish skele-
ton fragments from the area are among the finds,
as if showing us that there were fishing activities
in the region. Studies on these animal remains are
still ongoing and will be the subject of another
publication.

Apart from these, there is a sacrifice scene on a
glazed ceramic find found in the excavation area.

With the find in question, we can think that the an-

7 Aydingiin 2016: 217-230; Aydingiin 2017: 1-12
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almaktadir. S6z konusu buluntu ile buradaki sos-
yal yasamda hayvanlarin sadece fiziksel olarak
degil, kullanilan kaplarin iizerinde yer alan figiir-
ler ile de giinliik hayatin i¢erisinde bulunduklarini
diisiinebiliriz.

SONUC

Firuzkdy’iin tarihgesine bakildiginda bugiinkii
yerlesim noktasina taginmasinin bag sebebini bu
fauna belirlemis olma olasilig1 oldukga yiiksektir.
Ik gdgenler satin aldiklar1 Firuzaga Ciftligi’nin
baraka ve ¢iftlik evlerinin bulundugu gol kiyisin-
da ilk yerlesimlerini gerceklestirmislerdir. ilk yil
kis ay1 ¢ok sert gegmis, hatta ilk yerlesimcilerin
biiylikleri tarafindan anlatilan rivayetlere gore gol
lizerinde yilirimeye miisaade edecek 6lgiide buz
tutmustur. Oyle ki, baz1 su kuslarin donmus buz
tabakalarinda sikigip kaldiklarini, bir kisminin te-
lef oldugunu ve kalan 6rdek ve kaz gibi av hay-
vanlarinin da elle toplanarak tiiketilmis olduklari
bolgenin eski sakinleri tarafindan bahsedilmistir.

[k Firuzkdyliilerin karsilastig1 diger bir zorluk da
cetin gecen kigin ardindan gelen yaz ayinin bagka
bir sorunu (sivrisinek kaynakli sitma hastaligryla
miicadele) olmustur. Sivrisinek istilasinin ardin-
dan gelen ciddi bir sitma salgini kdy halkini pe-
rigsan etmistir. KOy halkindan hemen hemen hasta
olmayan kimse kalmamig ve biitiin ¢ocuklar tek
tek hastalanmislardir. {la¢ bulmakta da zorlan-
miglar ve ellerinden geleni yapmalarina ragmen
salgindan kurtulmanin o giinkii sartlarda imkansiz
oldugu diisiiniilerek kdy ileri gelenleri tarafindan
yeni bir karar alinmigtir. Bunun sonucunda, biitiin
koyii daha yiiksek rakimli ve golden uzaktaki bu-
giinkii yerine tagimiglardir. Giiniimiizde de benze-
ri bir durumla karsilagildig: bilinmektedir: Tiirki-
ye’de ilk defa Bati Nil Viriisii isimli gok 6nemli bir
hastaliga sebebiyet veren Asya Kaplan sivrisinegi
yine eski Firuzkdy arazisi olan Yesilkent mahalle-
sinde ortaya ¢ikmis ve bdlge halkinda ciddi rahat-
sizliklara sebebiyet vermistir.

Bu hayvan tiirlerinin haricinde bdlgenin bilgi ve
belgelerde yer almayan bir ¢ok canli tiiriine ev
sahipligi yapt1g1 muhakkaktir ve her giin yeni bir
tiirlin kegfedilmesi bizleri sasirtmamalidir. Biiyiik-
lerimizden dinledigim gegmis zaman hikayelerin-
den yola ¢ikarak ve gilinliimiiz bilimsel verilerinin
15181 altinda hazirlanan bu ¢alismada ortaya koyul-
dugu iizere, faunanin en kii¢iik bireylerinden biri

imals in the social life here are not only physically
present, but also in daily life with the figures on
the pots used.

CONCLUSION

Looking at the history of Firuzkdy, it is highly
probable that this fauna determined the main rea-
son for moving it to its current settlement point.
The first immigrants made their first settlements
on the lake shore of the Firuzaga Farm, where
the barracks and farmhouses were located, which
they bought. In the first year, the winter was very
harsh, and even according to the rumors told by
the elders of the first settlers, the ice was enough
to allow walking on the lake. It was mentioned by
the ancient inhabitants of the region that some wa-
terfow] were trapped in the frozen ice sheets, some
of them perished, and the remaining game animals
such as ducks and geese were hand-picked and
consumed.

Another challenge faced by the first Firuzkdy res-
idents was another problem (combating mosqui-
to-borne malaria) in the summer months following
the harsh winter. A serious malaria epidemic that
followed the mosquito infestation devastated the
villagers. There was almost no one in the village
who was not sick, and all the children got sick one
by one. They also had difficulties in finding medi-
cine, and although they tried their best, a new de-
cision was taken by the village elders, considering
that it was impossible to get rid of the epidemic
under the conditions of that day. As a result, they
moved the entire village to its present location at
a higher altitude and farther from the lake. It is
known that a similar situation is encountered to-
day: The Asian Tiger Mosquito, which caused a
very important disease called West Nile Virus for
the first time in Tiirkiye, appeared in the Yesilkent
District, which is also the old Firuzkdy land, and
caused serious disturbances to the people of the

region.

Apart from these animal species, it is certain that
the region is home to many living species that are
not included in the information and documents,
and the discovery of a new species every day
should not surprise us. As revealed in this study,
which was prepared based on the stories of the
past I heard from our elders and in the light of to-
day’s scientific data, even a simple mosquito, one
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olan basit bir sivrisinek dahi etkilesime girdigi in-
sanogluna ne kadar 6nemli kararlar aldirabilmekte
ve sosyal yagsam alanlarini terk edip baska yerlere
taginmalarina sebep olabilmektedir.

of the smallest individuals of the fauna, can make
human beings make important decisions with
which it interacts and can cause them to leave their
social habitats and move to other places.
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Sek. 1: Karabatak (phalacrocorax carbo) (https://tr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dosya:Phalacrocorax-auritus-007.jpg)
Fig. 1: Cormorant (phalacrocorax carbo) (https:/tr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dosya:Phalacrocorax-auritus-007.jpg)

Sek. 2: (https://acikradyo.com.tr/editorden/kanal-istanbul-yaban-hayatini-tehlikeye-atiyor)

Fig. 2: (https://acikradyo.com.tr/editorden/kanal-istanbul-yaban-hayatini-tehlikeye-atiyor)
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Sek. 3: (https://www.bolgegundem.com/kucukcekmece-golunde-su-samuru-heyecani-1024734h.htm)

Fig. 3: (https://www.bolgegundem.com/kucukcekmece-golunde-su-samuru-heyecani-1024734h.htm)

Sek. 4: (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Emys_orbicularis_PT.jpg)

Fig. 4: (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Emys_orbicularis PT.jpg)
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Sek. 5: (https://www.trthaber.com/haber/turkiye/kucukcekmece-golunde-25-metrelik-mersin-baligi-olu-bulundu-500489.html)
Fig. 5: (https://www.trthaber.com/haber/turkiye/kucukcekmece-golunde-25-metrelik-mersin-baligi-olu-bulundu-500489.html)

Sek. 6: (http://www.adamerkelebek.org/IcerikDetay.asp?IcerikKatld=3&Turld=177)
Fig. 6: (http://www.adamerkelebek.org/IcerikDetay.asp?IcerikKatld=3& Turld=177)
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Sek. 7: (Fotograf: H. Degirmenci)
Fig. 7: (Photograph: H. Degirmenci)

Sek. 8: (Fotograf: H. Degirmenci)

Fig. 8: (Photograph: H. Degirmenci)
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Sek. 9 (Fotograf: H. Degirmenci)
Fig. 9: (Photograph: H. Degirmenci)

Sek. 10: (https://www.haberler.com/cekmece-nukleer-arastirma-ve-egitim-merkezi- 12443267-haberi)

Fig. 10: (https://www.haberler.com/cekmece-nukleer-arastirma-ve-egitim-merkezi-12443267-haberi)



